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Congratulations
TO OUR ST. LOUISE ALUMNI!

Tom Wildenhain
2016 Valedictorian
Bishop Canevin 
High School 
Attending Carnegie 
Mellon University
to study Computer 
Science with a Minor 
in Math

Sean McClaine
2016 Valedictorian
Bethel Park
High School
Attending Boston 
University to
study Biomedical 
Engineering

Marielle Gleason
2016 Salutatorian
Oakland Catholic 
High School
Attending The 
University of Notre 
Dame to study 
Computer Science

Mary Elizabeth Lucas
2016 Valedictorian
Upper St. Clair
High School
Attending University 
of Pittsburgh to study 
Microbiology and 
Spanish with a Minor 
in Chemistry 
 

Schedule your tour today: 412.835.0600  •  www.stlouiseschoolpa.org  
St. Louise de Marillac School  •  310 McMurray Road, Upper St. Clair, PA 15241

Join Our Family

 Full-day and half-day Kindergarten
 On-site child care before and after school
 Curriculum Director, Resource Officer, and Learning 

Support Coordinator
 Dedicated Priests, Faculty, and Administrators
 State of the art technology including SMARTboards, 

computer lab, iPad Cart, Kindles Carts, Chromebook 
Carts, 1:1 Chromebook initiative for 8th graders

 18 different sports and extracurricular activities including 
our 2016 JV Football Diocesan Champions and our 2016 
JV Girls Volleyball Diocesan Champions

 STREAM initiatives
 Weekly school Mass and Eucharist Adoration

OPEN HOUSE
JANUARY 31, 2017

6:30pm - 8:30pm

KINDERGARTEN
& NEW STUDENT
REGISTRATION

FEBRUARY 4, 2017
9:00am - 12:00pm
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Dear Parishioners and Friends of St. Louise,

In December 1223, the beloved “Poor Man” of Assisi, St. Francis, was visiting the small mountain town 
of Grecio to celebrate Christmas with the people there.  Anticipating that the friars’ small chapel would 
not hold the large crowd which was sure to gather for Midnight Mass, Francis set up an outdoor altar at a 
hillside grotto on the edge of town.  There, for the first time, the saint recreated the scene of Jesus’ birth 
at Bethlehem, setting up a manger filled with hay and bringing an ox and an ass to the place.  As the people 
gathered for Mass, rather than simply being excited by the novelty of the saint’s work, they were brought to 
a deep appreciation of the humility of our Savior’s birth.

St. Francis himself was moved to tears standing before the manger, preaching to the people gathered around 
the nativity of the “poor King.”  St. Bonaventure, the Franciscan biographer of Francis who is also the first 
to write of that Christmas in Grecio, tells us that the saint was so overcome by a sense of the tenderness of 
God’s love that he was unable to utter the name of “Jesus,” calling Him instead the “Babe of Bethlehem.”

It was Francis’ devotion to both God and His people, and his own deep appreciation of our human poverty 
embraced by the Lord together with Mary and Joseph, which allowed a simple scene to open the hearts 
of so many people to accept the gift of God’s love and peace.  I pray that our own Christmas crèches and 
Nativity scenes which we have placed under our Christmas trees, in our dining rooms, and on our front 
lawns will continue to be a visible reminder of the night of Christ’s birth which moves us to seek His peace 
and extend His love to all.

With my prayers and sincere wishes that the “Babe of Bethlehem” will bless you this Christmas and in the 
New Year, I am

 Yours in Christ,

Father Joseph E. Sioli

Message from the Pastor

WINTER 2016
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Advancing the Mission

The St. Louise Herald

cCelebratingC5 YEARS

Dear Parishioners and Friends of St. Louise:

As we publish our 11th issue of the St. Louise Herald, we would like to take an opportunity to thank our 
parishioners, school families, and advertisers who have supported this magazine for the past five years.  

We published the inaugural edition of the Herald in December 2011 in conjunction with the celebration 
of our 50th Jubilee Year.  As you know, St. Louise is a very active, vibrant faith community that offers 
a broad range of programs and ministries for its parishioners and school families.  The goal of the 
Herald was twofold – to shine a spotlight on a few of these programs in each issue and to share good 
news related to our parish and school.  We hoped that by “heralding” the good news of our parish, we 
would spur greater involvement among our parishioners and school families, as well as foster a deeper 
appreciation for our volunteers, staff members, and ministries.

We learn a little each time and the magazine seems to get better with each issue.  We offer a heartfelt 
thank you to the writers, editors, photographers, and designers who have given so much of their time 
and energy to put this publication together over the years.  And to those of you who have opened your 
homes and your hearts to share your stories with us, we thank you.  You have touched the lives of many 
people and you may never know the difference you’ve made in someone’s life.  

As parishioners, we come to the church for some of the biggest moments of our life:  to baptize our 
children, to bury our loved ones, to be anointed when we are sick, to receive Communion, to go to 
confession, and to celebrate Mass.  We entrust our children with the school knowing that they are 
receiving a Catholic education that is second to none.  We are a community, a family, and God has 
blessed us in many ways.

As Christmas approaches and we near the end of the year, we would like to take this opportunity to 
thank you for your continued support of St. Louise parish and school.  As the St. Louise Herald has shown 
over the last five years, our faith community is filled with wonderful people who generously give of 
their time, talent, and treasure year after year.  We are deeply grateful for you…We appreciate you…
We thank you…We couldn’t do it without you.  Have a very Merry Christmas and a wonderful 2017!

Sincerely, 

Lisa C. Osterhaus 
Director of Stewardship

Heralding 
5 years of 

Good News
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On a bright Saturday morning this past 
September, in the company of his 
lovely wife Carolyn, a few supportive 
friends and family,  and surrounded 
also by surprised and delighted 
Mass attendees, Jerry Olivieri 

received Christ onto his tongue, tasting the Bread of 
Angels for the first time.  He also felt and smelled the 
fragrant Chrism, thumbed in a cross to his forehead, in 
the Holy Sacrament of Confirmation. Jerry Olivieri took 
the name of St. Anthony, finder of lost things, and with 
the embrace of Fr. Joe Sioli, the congregants erupted 
into tears and grins. Joy! Joy! Joy! 

Since Jerry’s case was unique, I was not involved in 
his entrance into the Church.  I was merely a deeply 
moved onlooker in the congregation that day; a 

humbled fellow pilgrim.  So, afterward, wanting to 
know more about this man and his journey, I invited 
myself over to Jerry and Carolyn’s home to pry a 
bit more of his story out of him and understand 
just how he found his way to Communion after 90 
years.   What I discovered in my encounter with Jerry 
and his wife was a patient and gentle love story; a 
story of grace situated within the greater love story 
of God and man.  The first was consummated in 
marriage, the latter, in that greatest of marriages, 
Holy Communion.

Jerry and Carolyn’s story started in the 1980’s.  The 
two had known each other casually for a number of 
years in a business setting.  Carolyn’s office handled 
Jerry’s company’s insurance. According to Carolyn, 
Jerry was highly regarded and genuinely liked by 

Welcome Home, Jerry!
B Y  REBECCA PETT IGREW

  
RCIA

O God, you are my God,
For whom I have been 
searching earnestly.

My soul yearns for you
And my body thirsts for you,

Like the earth, when  
it is parched,

Arid, and without water.

Ps. 63: 1-2

It’s not every day that, as an RCIA director, I get a call about 
a 90 year old wishing to become Catholic. But that’s what 

happened this summer and that’s what led to one of the most 
memorable moments I have witnessed in a Catholic Church.

5  WINTER 2016 |  THE ST. LOUISE HERALD



everybody in her office as appreciative, gentlemanly, 
and kind. One day in 1989, Jerry, whose first wife 
had passed away in 1987, was at the hospital visiting 
a friend when he bumped into Carolyn in the gift 
shop.  The two proceeded to share pleasantries and 
caught up on one another’s lives for a few moments. 
Afterward, Carolyn didn’t think much of it.  But those 
moments stayed with Jerry and, not long after, he 
showed up at her office at lunch time, proffering 
an invitation to lunch.  It was then that the two 
discovered they had much in common.  But I told 
you this was a gentle and patient story, didn’t I?  And 
so it was.  The two casually courted from 1989 to 
1991, enjoying their time together, mostly going out 
dancing and golfing, and growing more and more 
fond of each other as the years passed.  

During their courtship, the fact that Jerry was 
a devout, practicing Presbyterian and that 
Carolyn was a devout, practicing Catholic 
wasn’t of particular concern to either of them.  
Both appreciated that they had found God-
fearing, devout partners.   Jerry did share 
with Carolyn that he’d actually been baptized 
Catholic, but after his Catholic father died, 
Jerry’s widowed mother, a Methodist, raised 
her son according to her Protestant faith.   Jerry 
attributed his life-long practice of Christian life 
and worship to his mother’s great faithfulness 
and Carolyn grew in appreciation for the man 
this mother raised, never considering trying to 
change him.

In 1992, Jerry, not wanting to live apart from the 
woman he loved any longer, asked Carolyn to wed.  
It was a joyful day for the couple, and their wedding 
was an exercise in ecumenism, with a Catholic 
Bride, a Protestant Groom and his Jewish Best Man, 
Lutheran and Catholic Cantors, and a Catholic Priest 
presiding.  After the wedding, both the bride and 
groom continued to practice according to their 
respective faith traditions. Quite frequently, they 
would attend both a Presbyterian service and a 
Catholic Mass together on the same day.  As the 
years passed, their faith would carry them through 
each trial and sweeten every joy they experienced 
in their married life together.   Both treasured Christ 
at the center of their married life.  Curious, I asked 
Jerry about his experience of the Catholic Mass 
over the years. His reply to me was characteristic of 

a husband in love.  He said he always enjoyed the 
feeling of peace he found there and just loved being 
near Carolyn where she worshipped.

But one Sunday in January of 2016, following 
Mass, something changed.  Jerry felt acutely that 
he needed to do more than just accompany his 
beloved to her Church: he felt called to make it his 
Church.  He was experiencing a strong desire to 
come home to the Church of his Baptism and an 
irrepressible desire to receive Christ in the Eucharist.  
When he confided this to Carolyn, amusingly, her 
first response to her 90 year old husband, was, “Don’t 
rush it, Jerry!”  And she meant it. She didn’t want him 
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to do anything rashly. Jerry, however, was 
adamant. He couldn’t wholly articulate 
why, but the hunger for Communion was 
as unmistakable as his desire had been to 
wed Carolyn years ago. 

With that assurance, Carolyn, a well-
catechized Catholic, didn’t yet contact the 
Church, but instead took it upon herself 
to procure books and articles and begin 
her own Catechetical program for her 
husband.  Diligently, they spent their 
mornings together studying up on all 
things Catholic, preparing Jerry for the 
Sacraments, following up on questions 
and discovering answers together. 

Their ambitious catechetical study 
continued for months. What a marvelous 
endeavor for a couple to undertake 
together! When I asked Jerry about 
it during my visit, Jerry smiled and 
commented that there never was, and still 
is, nothing more wonderful to him than 
his Carolyn’s voice, sharing her faith.  This 
statement, as touching as it is, becomes 
even more poignant when one considers 
what happened to Jerry just about a month 
after he started studying with Carolyn.

Already blind in his right eye from 
glaucoma, that February, Jerry  noticed 
his left eye was beginning to  fail him as 
well.  In fact, quite quickly after he was 
diagnosed with an occlusion in the vessels 
of that eye, Jerry’s vision was completely 
extinguished.  At ninety, Jerry went blind.  
Suddenly the beautiful, patient voice of 
Carolyn became even more central to his 
life.  Her voice would now be his eyes.  
That voice now would orient Jerry, guide 
his feet and hands, describe the world 
about him, read to him, comfort him, and 
patiently and prayerfully accompany him 
through the darkness.  

Surely this latest trial in their married lives must be terribly, and 
sometimes terrifyingly, hard.  But when I sat talking with Jerry 
and Carolyn, I could only marvel at how valiantly and gracefully  
the two have navigated this new way of living by facing it as 
one. When speaking with me, Jerry couldn’t contain his deepest 
love, gratitude, and admiration for Carolyn and many times 
expressed how sweetly and lovingly she has helped him through 
these trials.  Together, of course, they pray to St. Anthony and 
to St. Lucy that his vision will be restored to him, but they have 
also learned to pray to see whatever God wishes for them to 
see, even with blind eyes. Astoundingly, in the midst of utter 
darkness, instead of becoming embittered or angry, Jerry 
experienced even greater gratitude for his bride and an even 
stronger hunger for Christ in the Eucharist. 

I have gazed upon you in the sanctuary So that I may behold your power and your glory. 
Your kindness is a greater joy than life itself. Thus my lips will speak your praise. 

Ps 63: 3-4

I think of you when I lie upon my bed, 
And I meditate on you during the watches of the night 

For you are my help, 
And in the shadow of your wings I rejoice. 

My soul clings tightly to you; 
Your right hand holds me fast.

Ps 63: 7-9
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That brings us to the day in July when Carolyn 
called me to ask what her 90-year-old, newly-blind 
well-catechized husband would need to do to enter 
the Church.  Given that Jerry had been baptized 
Catholic and had been carefully taught by Carolyn, I 
explained to her that RCIA, a 6 to 7 month process, 
would not be required. With my excitement barely 
contained, I contacted our Pastor, Fr. Joe, to set up 
a visit.  When I asked Jerry about this later, he told 
me that visit was truly one of the happiest, most 
blessed moments in his life.  “What a wonderful, 
wonderful priest!” Jerry said, as he recounted 
to me that he and Fr. Joe shared conversation 
about Christ and his powerful presence in the 
Sacraments. The 90-year-old was eager to make 
his first Confession that very day, drawing nearer to 
Christ as he opened his heart to Him in preparation 
for the deepest of union with him in Eucharist and 
Confirmation. That day, Jerry shared with Father 
Joe his affinity for St. Anthony and chose Anthony 
as his Confirmation name.  Fr. Joe let Jerry know 
that as a fellow Italian, he could call him “Antonio” 
if he’d like.  And indeed, Jerry liked that!  After that, 
the Saturday date for Jerry’s First Eucharist and 
Confirmation was set.  Jerry was thrilled.

When that Saturday Mass arrived, I watched 
Carolyn walk beside Jerry, guiding him down the 
aisle to the front of the Church.  They sat beside 
one another, holding hands, sharing excited 
anticipation in the front pew.  As an onlooker, I 
trembled at the utter peace and joy radiating from 
Jerry’s face.  

When Father Joe drew close to Jerry and 
administered the Sacraments, in persona Christi,  
I knew I was participating in a moment when 
our world was being pierced through heaven.  
Here was a moment in which our rejoicing is a 
participation in that of the Communion of Saints 
and Angels welcoming a soul into their company. 
. . Surely St. Antonio, who aids us in finding what 
we’re seeking, was among that great company, 
rejoicing at Jerry having found what he’d been 
searching for!  And surely Christ, who came to 
meet Jerry in the Sacraments, was rejoicing too.

At that moment, Jerry was smiling the sort 
of smile a man might wear who’s being 
welcomed home after a long, long, journey. 
After Fr. Joe anointed him in Confirmation, 
sealing him in the Holy Spirit, and embraced 
him in the arms of Christ’s Church, Jerry and 
his wife of 24 years, held hands.  The couple 
bowed, and, leaning in together, savored this 
singular moment of arrival.  Joy! Joy! Joy!  
Carolyn’s patient love and gentle voice had 
guided Jerry Antonio Olivieri  home.

Welcome, dear  
   brother in Christ!

I will bless you all my life; With uplifted hands I will call on your name. 
My soul will be satisfied as at a banquet and With rejoicing lips my mouth will praise you.

Ps 63: 5-6 
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ST. LOUISE DE MARILLAC CATHOLIC SCHOOL

Why STREAM?
According to the U.S. Department of Commerce, STEM occupations are growing 
at a rate of 17% per year compared to 9.8% for other occupations.  STEM 
education became a focus in U.S. schools because business leaders across our 
country were having difficulty finding graduating students with the necessary 
skills to stay competitive.  In recent years, it has been increasingly evident that 
our economy is driven by innovation, and the creativity and communication 
nurtured through the Arts.  Rooted in our faith as a Catholic school, Religion is 
woven throughout all subjects and completes the picture for a holistic approach 
to education.  Our STREAM initiative will help students develop critical-thinking, 
research, and collaborative skills necessary to become future innovators, ready 
for a workforce in need of these 21st century skills.

What is STREAM?
St. Louise de Marillac Catholic School 
kicked off a kindergarten-through-
eighth grade STREAM initiative 
this year.  STREAM is an acronym 
for Science, Technology, Religion, 
Engineering, the Arts and Math.  This 
acronym includes the cutting edge 
parts of a STEM curriculum and 
incorporates a focus on Religion 
and the Arts. STREAM is not a new 
curriculum, but a framework for 
incorporating critical skills important 
to make our students successful in 
the future. 

BY SUZIE LIEBSCHER

Rylie Saxe
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Carnegie STEM Excellence 
Pathway Partner
St. Louise de Marillac Catholic School has 
joined forces with the Carnegie Science 
Center to enhance our STREAM curriculum 
by becoming a Carnegie STEM Excellence 
Pathway Partner.  This partnership will 
enable us to offer a research-based and field 
proven strategic planning process to our 
STREAM initiative at St. Louise.  With positive 
collaboration and planning, our teachers and 
staff plan to offer cutting-edge curriculum 
and best practices in STREAM education.

STREAM at St. Louise School
In this first year of our STREAM initiative, we have made updates to our Language Arts, 
Technology and Science programs at St. Louise.  As part of our new Science curriculum, 
students have access to a digital path as well as classroom experiment kits that encourage 
teamwork and collaboration.  Our new Language Arts curriculum provides a digital path 
for students including interdisciplinary projects.  Thanks to our generous donors, we were 
able to add 20 iPads, 20 Kindles, 2 Chromebook Carts, a 1:1 Chromebook initiative for 
8th grade, 2 Sharp Aquos Boards, Little Bits, Spheros, and MakeyMakey.   We are slowly 
adding to our collection of programing and robotic experiences for our students.  We 
hope to continue our STREAM initiative next year with the creation of two MakerSpaces, 
the addition of a Robotics Lab, and an upgrade to the Computer Lab.   

At St. Louise, we strive to deliver excellence in Catholic education for 21st century 
learners! We believe this STREAM initiative will provide our students with the necessary 
curriculum and technology to become critical thinkers and future innovators.  More 
information will be available in the coming year as the initiative is implemented.

Help us make our next  
dream a reality….
In conjunction with the STREAM program at St. 
Louise, we are hoping to renovate our Computer 
Lab, add a Robotics Lab, and add 2 MakerSpaces 
in the school.  These projects will likely be well over 
$100,000, and our goal is to complete them next 
summer. This will help us to provide an outstanding 
education to our students and will also allow us to 
continue to compete with the public schools in the 
area.  Can you help?  No donation is too big or too 
small!  Please contact our Director of Stewardship, 
Lisa Osterhaus for more information (412.833.1010 
or losterhaus@stlouisedemarillac.org).  
Please consider including St. Louise School in your 
list of year-end donations.  Thank you!
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SERVE

LORD
ye the

B Y  LORIE  UHLMANN, 
D IRECTOR OF  REL IG IOUS  EDUCATION



This fall, we had a wonderful opportunity at St. Louise, as we experienced over 
100 folks “serving the Lord with gladness” (Psalm 100:2). From 18 months 
olds to adults, members of St. Louise de Marillac Parish Family gathered to 
serve others in very moving and inspiring ways. At 9:15 am, LeGras Hall was 
quiet with only tables and chairs set up; by 9:32 the space was abuzz with 
children and adults of all ages in prayer, activity and energy, ready to serve 
others! They worked together to make almost 200 lunches for those who 
are served by the Red Door Ministry through St. Mary of Mercy Parish in 
downtown Pittsburgh.

I
n less than 40 minutes, prayer was shared,  
cards designed, food items donated and 
organized, (hands washed), sandwiches 
made, lunches packed in decorated bags 

and blessed for all those who would receive 
them. As one parent later wrote, “My family  
had such a nice time volunteering on Saturday!   
I hope we get to do it again!  Perfect way to  
start our Saturday!”  

It was a time of great blessing for our parish, 
as many gathered together…as one Body in 
Christ, as one parish family, to serve as Jesus 
taught us: “I have given you a model to follow, 
so that as I have done for you, you should also 
do” (John 13:15).

Our Holy Father, Pope Francis, has spoken 
boldly: “The family is the principal agent of 
pastoral activity through its explicit proclamation 
of the Gospel and its legacy of varied forms 
of witness, namely solidarity with the poor, 
openness to a diversity of people, the protection 
of creation, moral and material solidarity with 
other families, including those most in need, 
commitment to the promotion of the common 
good and the transformation of unjust social 
structures, beginning in the territory in which the 
family lives, through the practice of the corporal 
and spiritual works of mercy.” (Amoris Laetitia, 
Par. 290, April 8, 2016.)

And so, as a whole parish family we will 
continue to offer opportunities for family service 
throughout the year in order that we all together 
may live the example of Christ in love:

MARCH 4, 2017 
An Offering to You… (Lent), 9:30 am  
LeGras Hall

APRIL, 29, 2017 
Celebrate God’s Creation! 9:30 am LeGras Hall

If anyone has questions about any of the events, 
you may contact the Religious Education Center 
at this e-mail luhlmann@stlouisedemarillac.org or 
call 412-835-1155 ext. 227. 

As we go on from our first service experience, all 
are invited as our parish family to continue to pray 
for our brothers and sisters who do not have food 
or a place to call home; those children who are 
hungry, and do not have a teddy bear to hold, all 
those who are poor and struggling.

Lord God, You came to give honor to the least, those 
forgotten, overlooked and misjudged. You came to give 
first place to the last, those left behind, misunderstood 
and undervalued. You came to give a warm welcome 
to the lost, those who are orphaned, abandoned and 
destitute. Help us to be Your ears to listen to their 
cries. Help us to be Your voice speaking out love and 
acceptance.  Help us to be Your feet walking beside 
those in need. Help us to be Your hands to clothe, feed 
and shelter them. You came for the least, the lost and the 
last of this world. Lord, hear our prayer. Amen!

www.lords-prayer-words.com
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FALL RETREAT 2016

INHERITANCE
 

YOUTH MINISTRY
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HIGH SCHOOL YOUTH GROUP EVENTS 
JANUARY TO JULY 2017

JANUARY 27
March for Life 
Washington, D.C.

JUNE 18-23
Mission Week 
Pittsburgh, PA 
Open to teens in  
grades 9-12

JULY 14-16
Steubenville Youth 
Conference 
Steubenville, OH 
Open to teens in  
grades 8-12

youth
T

his past November, 34 
of our high school teens 
participated in the annual Fall 
Retreat at Camp Allegheny in 

Ellwood City. That was the most teens we 
have ever had on a retreat weekend! This 
retreat brings together 300 high-school 
age teens from across the Diocese. One 
of the highlights was having Bishop Zubik 
present to lead Eucharistic Adoration, 
and to hear confessions. 

The Fall Retreat allowed our teens to grow 
closer to God by giving them a genuine 
encounter with our Lord in the Sacraments! 
The Holy Spirit was truly present to our 
young people and many committed to 
following Jesus as His disciples!
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The Amazing Race for Catholic 
Education was held on Wednesday, 

October 12th this year. It was a 
beautiful day and the students did 

a great job running to support their 
school. Thanks to the hard work of 
our students and school families, 

and the generosity of our families, 
parishioners, and other donors, we 

have exceeded our goal of $75,000.  

WITH GREAT 
GRATITUDE WE 

ARE PLEASED TO 
ANNOUNCE THAT 
OVER $89,000 HAS 
BEEN RAISED TO 

DATE!  
Thank you for the continued support. 

We couldn’t do it without you!

 SCHOOL NOTES



2 medium eggplants, halved

4 red bell peppers

1/4 cup olive oil

2 medium onions, chopped

1 medium leek, halved lengthwise, 
thinly sliced crosswise (white and 
pale green parts only)

6 garlic cloves, minced

81/2 cups low-salt chicken broth

3 tablespoons tomato paste

1/4 cup chopped fresh basil

2 tablespoons chopped fresh thyme

3 tablespoons unsalted butter

11/2 tablespoons lemon juice

Preheat oven to 450°F. Pierce eggplants all over with fork and place cut side down 
onto a baking sheet lined with parchment paper. Roast for 45 minutes or until tender. 
Cool slightly. Remove peel and discard. Cut eggplants into large pieces and rinse 
well under running water. Drain eggplant pieces well and set aside.

Carefully char bell peppers on grill or under broiler until blackened on all sides. 
Enclose in paper bag 10 minutes. Peel, seed and coarsely chop peppers.

Heat oil in large pot over medium-high heat. Add onions and leek and sauté until 
tender, about 5 minutes. Add garlic; sauté 1 minute. Stir in eggplant, peppers, 
chicken stock, and tomato paste. Bring to boil. Reduce heat to medium and simmer 
uncovered until vegetables are tender, about 45 minutes. Stir in basil and thyme. 
Cool slightly.

Working in batches, puree soup in blender until smooth. Return soup to pot.  
Season with salt and pepper. Add butter and lemon juice; stir over low heat until 
soup is heated through, about 5 minutes. (Can be made 1 day ahead. Cover and 
chill. Bring to simmer before continuing.) Transfer to large bowl. 

Optional garnishes include parmesan shavings,  
fresh lump crabmeat, or seasoned croutons.

Makes 8 servings

Roasted Red Pepper 
 and Eggplant Soup

B Y  KRISTEN MURDY

A few years ago, I was asked to bring a dish to my family's Christmas Eve dinner. I racked my brain trying to think of something 
unique, yet palatable to everybody from my parents down to my youngest nephew. As I searched the Internet, I happened to come 
across an idea for a delicious soup. Primarily consisting of savory roasted red peppers and nutty eggplant, it was definitely an “out 
of the box” idea. It sounded delicious, so I decided to go for it! 

The sights and smells immediately put smiles on the faces of the whole family. As each began to dig in (some with a good amount 
of trepidation), I could tell the soup was a hit. Heavy enough to please my burly (and handsome) husband, and packed with 
veggies to please my health conscious sisters! This recipe is a keeper, and I've been preparing it ever since. I know you and yours 
will love it as much as my family. So give it a shot, and enjoy the smiles that are sure to come!

 RECIPE



ST. LOUISE De MARILLAC IS 

OUR SECOND HOME
B Y  D E N I S E  E D G A R  A N D  D I A N N E  L Y N C H 

Dianne Lynch and Denise Edgar are two of the five daughters of John 
and JoAnne Downs. John and JoAnne were founding members of St. 

Albert the Great Parish in Baldwin Boro - a very young and active parish 
in the 1960's. The five Downs daughters received their sacraments at St. 
Albert the Great and grew in their faith and love of the Catholic Church. 
Dianne and Rich Lynch married on September 9, 1978, and Denise and 

Mark Edgar married on November 20, 1982. 

Sarah and Jimmy wedding on 
December 29, 2012 - last wedding in 
church prior to renovation
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FROM TOP: Denise and her Grandchildren, Baptism of Lucy 
Jean Cybulski on March 7, 2015, 2016 Edgar family vacation 
and Baptism of Sean Andrew Edgar on July 31, 1995

We were so thankful to be a part of a school 
where the education, athletics and activities 
held God as the number one priority.”

I n September of 1986, when my 
husband, Mark, and I purchased the 

home in Bethel Park where we raised our 
four children, we decided to register at 
St. Louise de Marillac Parish. The strong 
gospel values, the welcoming atmosphere, 
and the dedicated Catholic school 
confirmed our decision. Then-pastor Father 
Tom always encouraged St. Louise families 
to consider the parish our second home, 
and that’s how we felt. Our children’s 
fabulous education began at the St. Louise 
pre-school and continued through the 
eighth grade. The dedicated teachers, 
administration, and priests provided our 
children with the best academics and 
faith formation. Our years were filled with 
sacraments, altar serving, cheerleading 
competitions, drama club plays, PJAS, 
forensics and baseball, volleyball, 
basketball, and football games. We were 
so thankful to be a part of a school where 
the education, athletics and activities held 
God as the number one priority. 

Throughout our years at St. Louise 
Church and School, we have met many 
friends who have truly become family. 
Our children cherished their years at 
St. Louise and express their love when 
they return for weekend visits and 
we attend Mass. Our pew has grown 
quite a bit in the past few years. When 
all our children are home to visit, we 
have Sarah and her husband, Jimmy, 
with their two children, Madeline and 
Penelope; Allison and her husband, 
Dan, with their two children, Lucy and 
Phoebe; Alex and his fiancé, Emma; and 
our son, Sean. We are so blessed to 
have this growing family that practices 
the faith we have taught them and 
values the opportunities that St. Louise 
has offered them. 

My husband and I continue to be active 
members of the St. Louise family. Mark met 
many of his friends through the Sunday 
basketball league, coaching the school's 

sports teams, and volunteering for the 
Men’s Fish Fry. He was involved in the 
planning of several construction projects 
at the parish. His employer, Mosites 
Construction Company, constructed LeGras 
Hall, sports fields, and the cafeteria, and 
completed the recent renovations to the 
church. I enjoyed volunteering at the school 
as a PTG room mom and cafeteria server, 
and have continued to volunteer through 
the parish as a prayer group volunteer at 
The Grand Residence, a member of the 
Ladies of Charity, and a church money 
counter. My husband and I are also 
privileged to be Eucharistic Ministers at 
St. Louise.  Giving back to a parish that 
has given so much to us is a blessing. 
Volunteering at the parish has even 
proven to be a great part of our marriage. 
Together, we have enjoyed being a part 
of the weekly Lenten Fish Fry and Pre-
Cana classes, and serving as co-hospitality 
leaders for the Discovering Christ series.

We are so blessed with the many 
sacraments we have received at St. Louise. 
Mark participated in RCIA and became a 
member of our Catholic Church in April 
1992. Our children and granddaughters 
were baptized at St. Louise, and we’ve 
also celebrated First Holy Communions, 
Reconciliations, Confirmations, and the 
marriages of our two daughters. We have 
grown so much as a family because of 
the priests, friends, parish staff, volunteer 
opportunities, and journey of faith that St. 
Louise has provided. 

D E

D E N I S E ’ S
S T O R Y
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Our history with St. Louise both parallels 
and differs from the Edgar family, but 

has been enriched overall through the 
blessing of sharing the same parish family. 
Upon our arrival to St. Louise, my sister and I 
confused many parishioners with our similar 
appearance, often sparking the question, 
"Are you two twins?" 

Since that time, St. Louise has become 
our spiritual home. In the dictionary, one 
definition for “home” is “the place in which 
one’s domestic affections are centered.” 
That certainly captures how we feel about 
St. Louise. Though my husband, Rich, and I 
were born and raised in this area, we both 
moved away after high school, met in Ocean 
City, NJ, married, and traveled to many 
duty stations (the most exciting being Sitka, 
Alaska!) during Rich’s Coast Guard career. 
Finally, after a 25-year absence, we returned 
to Pittsburgh in 1998 due to my father-in-
law’s failing health. 

It has been a real joy for us to have had the 
privilege of sending our three youngest to 
St. Louise School, where they overlapped 
on a regular basis with their many Edgar 
cousins. (Our son, Ryan, who was already 
in high school when Rich retired from the 
U.S. Coast Guard, attended Seton La Salle).  
Academics, athletics, service projects, music 
programs, drama club, and altar serving kept 
our crew busy through the years. Meanwhile, 
my husband and I became involved at the 
school in a host of volunteer activities and in 
the parish through the Pre-Cana program, 
the Christ-Life leadership team, and various 
women’s and men’s groups. For the last 
11 years, I have been privileged to serve 
in a homeless ministry outreach in the city 
on Monday evenings. Rich’s passion lies 

in leading the Catholic Men’s Fellowship 
group (which began in 2006) that meets on 
Saturday mornings in LeGras. Men come and 
go depending on their busy schedules, but 
the comradery and sharing that takes place 
is indeed very special. The annual retreat 
at St. Paul’s and the Gathering of Catholic 
Men are key events that supplement the 
weekly meetings. There is real strength in 
numbers that flows from being connected to 
this group of plain, ordinary guys who simply 
enjoy sharing their faith life and learning 
from one another. 

We, too, have had the joy of celebrating 
numerous Sacraments in our beautiful 
church and warmly recall each and every 
one of them. We are so grateful to be a 
part of a community that offers so much to 
parishioners of all ages, and we feel very 
strongly about continually growing in our 
faith life, which truly is the foundation of 
our hearts. We humbly feel that it is not 
only a privilege but also a responsibility to 
serve others and give back in whatever ways 
we can. Volunteering has a special way of 
feeding the spirit and we are grateful for 
the many wonderful opportunities we have 
had to grow personally through our diverse 
group of service experiences spanning the 
past 18 years. 

I would be remiss if I did not mention how 
many other members of our parish family 
have inspired us to get involved and stay 
connected to what is going on within our 
faith community. It never ceases to amaze 
us how much we learn as we find ourselves 
crossing paths with many new faces each 
and every time we become involved in a 
new effort.  We have been the recipients of 
much generosity over the years and have 

found ourselves overwhelmed on 
numerous occasions.  From as far 
back as when our two youngest 
sustained injuries in a tobogganing 
accident, followed by Michael’s 
involvement in a car accident, to 
most recently when we lost our 
dear father, our St. Louise parish 
family has always showed up 
with prayerful support and many 
gestures of kindness to help see us 
through our difficulties. I could go 
on and on (and Lord knows I am 
more than capable of that!), but I 
will close by saying that we are so 
blessed at St. Louise to have the 
amazing shepherds and leaders that 
we do.  Rich and I are most grateful 
to the good Lord for guiding us to 
this special parish family almost two 
decades ago. My heartfelt thanks 
goes to each and every parishioner 
who enriches our lives with your 
special presence and inspiring ways 
as we all do our best to live out our 
beautiful Catholic faith. 

D I A N N E ’ S
S T O R Y

D L

It never ceases to amaze us how much we 
learn as we find ourselves crossing paths  
with many new faces each and every time  
we become involved in a new effort. ” 

FROM TOP: Baptism of Finnegan Lynch (8/2015),   
The Lynches on a bike ride at The Point (6/2002),  
Lindsay and Tim’s wedding (7/2013)
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Denise and I would also like to express our deep gratitude to our 
parents, John and JoAnne Downs, our first teachers of commitment, 
love of faith, and love of family. Our parents have been blessed with 21 
grandchildren and 6 great grandchildren. Our three out-of-town sisters 
travel to Pittsburgh often for our many family gatherings and always 
feel welcome at St. Louise. When our father passed away on September 
21, Father Joe officiated a beautiful, faith-filled funeral Mass and, once 
again, our dear St. Louise friends graced us with an outpouring of love, 
prayers, masses, meals, and gifts as we celebrated Dad’s life well-lived!
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Thanksgiving Day at the Lynches 
with Gram and Pap (11/2015)





To join Flocknote today, simply text STL2016 to 84576.  If you do not 

text, but would like to receive email updates, please email Jason Zych 

at jzych@stlouisedemarillac.org to be added to Flocknote.

flocknote has spent over 6 

years working with thousands of 

churches and ministries to create 

the simplest, most powerful 

church communication tool that 

has ever existed. The world has 

never had more powerful ways to 

communicate than we do today — 

yet most churches still struggle 

to effectively reach and engage 

their members. Flocknote not 

only fixes this, but they make it 

simple and fun, too! 

At St. Louise, we were looking for 

a way to effectively communicate 

things such as upcoming events 

and holy day Mass times, and 

were pleased to discover 

Flocknote.  The program allows 

us to stay connected with our 

parishioners via text messages 

and email communications.

OUR MISSION?
A MORE CONNECTED CHURCH.

TEXT
STL2016
TO 84576

flocknote
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St. Louise de Marillac School… 

WHERE

BEGINNINGS
LAST A LIFETIME

B Y  R E B E C C A  P E T T I G R E W

ST
. L

OUISE DE MARILLAC

C
AT HOL I C  S C HO

O
L
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Let’s face it: it is an act of trust, hope, and 
faith to partner with a school in raising your 
children. And in an area of the Pittsburgh 
suburbs in which parents can trust that the 
public schools are excellent, people often 
ask “Why would you forgo such fine public 
schools, which your taxes support, and send 
your children to a Catholic school?” 

The question is an important one. There 
are perhaps as many answers to it as 
there are people you could ask. Certainly, 
that St. Louise School is blessed to have 
Smartboards and Chromebooks and all 
the latest computer technology is a good 
thing. Impressively high scores on national 
assessments and an abundance of successful 
sports programs are also no doubt a draw, 
as are the ample opportunities to participate 
in science and math competitions, drama, 
Forensics, PJAS, Latin, music, chess, etc.  But 
a good portion of parents send their kids to 
Catholic schools because they are seeking 
and hoping for something which transcends 
even these good things. So what is it? 

It’s a Christ-saturated environment, culture, 
and community. It’s a daily rhythm of 
opening and closing prayer; it’s boys in ties 
and girls in plaid skirts; it’s a schoolyear 
defined by feasts and fasts. It’s the 
disciplined rising at the arrival of a guest, 
the prayerfulness of a teacher, the loveliness 
of a Marian statue at the doorway, and the 
dismissal of altar-servers for 9:00 am Mass. 
It’s the little table in each room that holds 
a crucifix, a votive, and the beloved image 
of a hero of the Church. It’s the refreshing 
reverence of teenagers praying for grace 
before Confirmation and the sound of 
athletes praying together before the big 
game. It’s mothers gathering to pray and 
study together in the morning. It’s the Talent 
Show, “For the Greater Glory of God”, and 
the prayer list on the whiteboard compiled 
by kids in a homeroom. It’s daily religion 
classes, weekly school Masses, Eucharistic 
Adoration, and the eighth grade Apologetics 
oral exam. It’s choral concerts which include 
religious songs and the Advent Evening 
for Families with the Magnificat sung by 
candlelight at the tree-lighting. It’s children 
of every age encircling the church with roses 

for Our Blessed Mother and sixth graders 
solemnly enacting the Stations of the Cross 
in a Lenten tradition.

The Faculty and Staff at St. Louise School 
know that many parents choose a Catholic 
school because, on some level, they believe 
that their children will become what 
they celebrate, hope for, remember, and 
love. With Christ at the center of all its 
undertakings, the school strives to do its part 
in facilitating this transforming encounter. 
St. Louise de Marillac Pastor Father Joseph 
Sioli and Principal Ken Klase salute all who 
make Catholic schools possible as well as 
the faculty who dedicate themselves to their 
excellence.  They are also deeply grateful to 
the parents who sacrifice much, trusting and 
hoping that in partnering with a Catholic 
school, they facilitate their child’s discovery 
of being beloved by God.  

The St. Louise School 
community is exceptionally 
delighted to offer 
congratulations to all the 
2016 High School graduates 
who garnered many 
honors and demonstrated 
the virtues of hard work 
and diligence while also 
exhibiting remarkable 
charity and leadership in 
diverse arenas.  
The school is particularly proud of four 
St. Louise student alumni who achieved 
highest academic honors in their 
respective high schools: Sean McClaine, 
Valedictorian of Bethel Park High School, 
Marielle Gleason, Salutatorian of Oakland 
Catholic High School, Mary Elizabeth 
Lucas, Valedictorian of Upper St. Clair 
High School, and Tom Wildenhain, 
Valedictorian of Bishop Canevin. The 
School community prays for God’s 
choicest blessing on these young leaders of 
tomorrow and on all 2016 graduates!

The Faculty and Staff at St. Louise School know that many 
parents choose a Catholic school because, on some level, they 

believe that their children will become what they celebrate, 
hope for, remember, and love. 



Want to be a Partner in Education? Please contact Lisa Osterhaus at losterhaus@stlouisedemarillac.org or 412.833.1010.

2016-2017 SCHOOL YEAR
I n s p i r i n g  To m or row ’ s  L e a d e r s

Partners 
in education

MANION PLUMBING

P L A T I N U M  S P O N S O R S :

GOLD SPONSORS: S I LV E R  S P O N S O R S :

BRONZE SPONSORS:

Nunzio Galletta and Ann McCloskey Galletta

Sponsored by the Kania Family

THE 
DUNLAP 
FAMILY



S
aturday, October 29, was a bit breezy, but unseasonably 
warm at about 70 degrees. God definitely graced us 
with this beautiful backdrop as we brought the St. 
Louise de Marillac School family together for the first 
of what we hope to be a new school tradition, Trunk or 

Treat. As the 70 or so cars pulled in, families started transforming 
their trunks into Mad Scientist Labs, Candy Land Games, and 
Harry Potter’s Leaky Cauldron and Honeydukes. Once the stage 
was set, the parking lot was closed so that about 175 kids were 
safe to parade from car to car dressed as Storm Troopers, Rock 
Stars, Super Heroes and Princesses. Many parents also enjoyed 
dressing up as they handed out treats and enjoyed a tailgate type 
atmosphere, socializing with old friends and making new ones. 
After all the treats were collected, the kids gathered together and 
took a seat to watch “It’s the Great Pumpkin, Charlie Brown” being 

projected onto the back of the school. Other kids took to the 
playground to run around with friends. The parents got to stroll 
the parking lot enjoying the fun and festive decorations and a 
snack or drink offered by another car. As I walked around, I saw 
the amazing creativity of the trunks, happy kids with sugar fueled 
energy, and was greeted by my St. Louise friends, which I think of 
as family. I heard so many remarks of “what a perfect night,” and 
“what a great event.” Before we knew it, the clock struck 9:00 and 
cars were free to leave. The decorations were packed back into 
the trunks and some headed home, while others stayed to hang 
out just a little bit longer, not wanting the night to end. I left with a 
smile on my face and that special feeling that I usually have after a 
STL event. I am proud and humbled to be a part of such a special 
place that is St. Louise. I hope and know that many of you feel 
something like that too!

TRUNK or
TREAT

B Y  MICHELLE  CARNES
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The Spirit of the Lord  
   is upon me, because  
He has anointed me….
            – Luke 4:18

B Y  LORIE  UHLMANN,  D IRECTOR OF  REL IG IOUS  EDUCATION

2016 CELEBRATION



O
n Saturday, October 29, the 
Sacrament of Confirmation was 
celebrated twice here at St. 
Louise de Marillac Parish. 143 
Confimandi stood before God, 

Bishop William Waltersheid and this Church 
Community confirming their Faith in Jesus Christ. 
They renewed their Baptismal Promises, and were 
“sealed with the Gift of the Holy Spirit.” What a 
wonderful time of blessing for them and for us as 
the living Body of Christ.

In this day and age, many people could respond 
and say….why bother?! Yet, we, by our very Baptism 
in Christ, are called to a real relationship with God. 
For us Catholics, this celebration of Confirmation 
is not the end, but a new beginning! Through the 
sacraments of Baptism, Eucharist, and Confirmation, 
we now become full members of the Faith 
Community. So, in that experience, Jesus wants us 
to stay connected with Him, whether at work, in the 
classroom, on the athletic field, in the gym, when 
with family, friends, colleagues, or whomever. Our 
lifestyles should make it clear that God comes first. 
We need to build an authentic relationship with 
God, just as any relationship requires time spent 
together. We all can and should do this, specifically 
through prayer and the sacramental living.

Committing oneself to Christ, like serious athletic 
training, takes consistent effort and work. If we truly 
want a life of adventure with Christ, deep meaning 
and fulfillment, we all must be wholly committed to 
what we confirm in this sacrament.

As full members of the St. Louise de Marillac Faith 
Family, let us support one another, mentor one 
another, pray for one another and walk together 
hand in hand as brothers and sisters who genuinely 
care for each other and want the best for each 
other on this journey with the Lord. Let us use the 
gifts and guidance of the Holy Spirit to do just 
that: wisdom, understanding, counsel, courage, 
knowledge, reverence, wonder and awe. These gifts 
have been given to us freely. Let us all use them for 
the honor and glory of God and the growth of each 
other in building the Kingdom of God.

According to the book, Chosen, here are some practical tips 
to help us all stay the course of the journey during this new 
time in order to “build up our relationship with God:

COME
COME

Congratulations and God’s choicest blessings to our 
newest full members of this Parish Community

Seek solid nourishment in God’s 
Word and in the Eucharist. Make 
Sunday Mass a priority; do not skip 
Mass because you are tired or busy.

Pray daily and pray often.

Choose the right friends and 
associates, ones who will support 
you in the life of Faith instead 
of dragging you into the empty 
promises of sin.

Practice making the right choices 
even in the small things. Choosing 
God in the smallest things prepares 
you to choose Him when it seems 
overwhelmingly difficult.

Go to Reconciliation often, as 
soon as possible after you fall,  
and at a minimum once a year; 
just think of it as cleaning your 
soul, just as you clean and care  
for your body each day.

Practice charity by small acts of 
service. As Mother Teresa showed 
us so often, sharing the Gospel 
starts with our actions.

Go on an annual retreat to refuel 
your spiritual life and renew your 
commitment to God.” 
CHOSEN, Your Journey Toward Confirmation, 
Ascension Press.Com, 2014
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Tyson Antosh
Vivek Babu
Lauren Bader
Casey Bakayza
Madison Bartusiak
Nathan Bayer
Madison Becker
Hayley Beeler
Kerrigan Beggy
Francesca Belack
Tyler Berger
Meredith Blamer
Sydney Burns
Juliana Carbone
Nicholas Carrick
Tyler Carroll
Alexander Casciato
Anthony Chiccitt
Sadie Coda
Brandon Cole
Adam Collier
Craig Comella
Zachary Comella
Joshua Conn
Austin Cortopassi
David Coyle
Anthony Daley
Ava DeCesare
Millena DeIuliis
Nicolette DeIuliis

Claudia DeMartino
Dabria DiCenso
Cole Drusbasky
Noah Eakin
Jorge Echeverria
Elizabeth Eden
Marcus Empey
Ryan Ferris
Kevin Finn
Nina France
Izabella Funaro
Sophia Galietta
Mia Gentile
Kylie Gillespie
Evelyn Glassbrenner
Brandon Hartman
Leah Hoover
Matthew Hornak
Claudia Huber
Jordan Hufnagel
Mathena Jencka
Lindsey Joson
Casey Kirchner
Anthony Kita
Natalie Klein
Owen Knight
Gunnar Kovell
Marissa Krenn
Mary Kathryn Krofcheck
Melody Kusan

Daniel Kyle
Joseph Lackner
Savannah LaFerriere
James Lestitian
Bridget Lloyd
Benjamin Lund
Nicholas Luniewski
Alexis Lynch
Alexa Machi
Emily Maher
Jacob Manalo
Lucas Manion
Samuel Marchand
Jacob Marzina
Madelyn Marzina
Nathan Marzina
Kaitlyn McClary
Brian McCombs
Luke McDonnell
Sean McGowan
Jenna McKenney
Luke McLinden
Ryan McLinden
Brooke Meinert
Lucas Meinert
Lauren Michalski
Alena Miller
Jared Miller
Nathanael Mitchell
Jack Moore

Chase Moses
Robby Mueller
Lauren Mullen
Roman Murgi
Courtney Nehr
Taylor Neiberg
Isabella Neice
Benjamin Nelson
Joseph Nypaver
Caelan O'Donnell
Katrine O'Neill
Joseph Opferman
John Oswald
Nina Oswald
Casey Ottaviano
Sydney Pendergast
Emily Ploskina
Alyssa Pollice
Christopher Porco
Eileen Quinlan
Elena Ranalli
Kendall Rantovich
Camryn Rice
Alexis Riske
Jillian Rocco
John Salvitti
Alex Shaughnessy
Eli Shedd
Colin Sibley

Madeline Skirpan
Jacqueline Sluss
Baylee Sorrell
Savannah Spratt
Gary Staley
Britain Start
Sara Steve
McKenna Strang
Cassidy Sweeney
Riley Sullivan
Juliana Tarcson
Lauren Teresi
Ashley Thomas
Daniel Tombs
Nina Trocheck
Anna Trupiano
Maxwell Turnwald
Brayden Valladares
Rylee Walk
Hunter Wallace
Hannah Walter
Samantha Weber
Alexis Wehrle
Taylor Weyrich
Lucia Williams
Jeffrey Zink
Dominic Zottola

Please keep these young men and women in your 
prayers. They received the gift of the Holy Spirit on 
Saturday, October 29, 2016.

CLASS  OF  2016
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PARISH SHARE 2016 | DIOCESE OF PITTSBURGH

MY GIFT TO MY PARISH TO HELP MEET ITS SHARE IS

AMOUNT OF GIFT/PLEDGE $

AMOUNT GIVEN NOW $

REMAINING $

Also please send information about:

 Remembering the church in my/our will.

 Establishing an individual/family endowment of life-income plan.

MAKE CHECK PAYABLE TO ST. LOUISE DE MARILLAC PARISH

SIGNATURE:

PARISH COPY

PARISH SHARE 2016 | DIOCESE OF PITTSBURGH

MY GIFT TO MY PARISH TO HELP MEET ITS SHARE IS

AMOUNT OF GIFT/PLEDGE $

AMOUNT GIVEN NOW $

REMAINING $

Also please send information about:

 Remembering the church in my/our will.

 Establishing an individual/family endowment of life-income plan.

MAKE CHECK PAYABLE TO ST. LOUISE DE MARILLAC PARISH

SIGNATURE:

A
M

O
U

N
T

 O
F

 G
IF

T

$A
M

O
U

N
T

 G
IV

E
N

$R
E

M
A

IN
IN

G

$

DONOR COPY

R
E

C
’D

 F
R

O
M

:

R
E

C
’D

 B
Y

:

D
A

T
E

:

P
A

R
IS

H
 S

H
A

R
E

 P
R

O
G

R
A

M
D

IO
C

E
S

E
 O

F
 P

IT
T

S
B

U
R

G
H

Y
O

U
R

 C
O

N
T

R
IB

U
T

IO
N

S
 M

A
Y

 
B

E
 T

A
X

-D
E

D
U

C
T
A

B
L

E

E
ach year all of the parishes of our Diocese of Pittsburgh 
participate in the Parish Share Program (PSP).  PSP supports 
the work of the Church throughout the diocese, making it 

possible for our bishop and those who work with him to minister to 
Catholics and our neighbors, to educate seminarians and to further 
the work of the Church in many more ways.  

St. Louise de Marillac Parish’s goal for this year is $284,000.  
We are close to reaching our goal!  Any donations to PSP received 
in excess of our assessment return directly to our parish – with 
the added benefit of remaining free from any future assessment.  
Therefore, if you are making a year-end gift to the parish, we ask 
that you consider designating it to Parish Share.

If you haven’t done so already, please consider making a 
contribution today to help us reach this year’s goal.  Kindly fill 
out the pledge card below and return both the “Parish” and 
“Diocese” copies to the Parish Office. 

You can include a check payable to 
“St. Louise de Marillac Parish.”

If you use Faith Direct, you may call 
them at 1-866-507-8757 to arrange 
your contribution or do so through 
their website at www.faithdirect.net. 
Our parish code is PA27.

We appreciate the generosity of our 
parishioners, in supporting both our 
own parish and so many other good 
and important works.  

PARISH SHARE
P R O G R A M



Pardon Prayer
given to the three children by the Angel of Peace

My God, I believe, I adore,  
I hope and I love Thee!
I beg pardon for those  
who do not believe,  

do not adore, do not hope  
and do not love Thee.

he year was 1917 and in the tiny village of 
Fatima in Portugal the Blessed Virgin Mary–

the Mother of God–appeared 6 times to 3 
shepherd children: Lucia, Francisco, and Jacinta.   

Between May 13 and October 13, 1917 Our Blessed 
Mother came to this remote village at a time that was 
characterized by political upheaval and turmoil. She 
came with a message from God to all peoples, in which 
she promised that the whole world would be in peace 
and that many souls would go to Heaven if her requests 
were heeded. Our Lady further reminded them that war 
is a punishment for sin and that the world would see 
war, hunger, and persecution of the Church unless we 
returned to the Lord and obeyed the commands of 
God. Many years later, Pope John Paul II said that 
"the message of Fatima is more relevant and more 
urgent now" than when Our Lady first appeared. 

OUR LADY
of fatima

The message is an anguished appeal 
from our Heavenly Mother who 
continues to see us in great danger 
and who comes to offer her help and 
advice. Her message is asking that 
we review our lives and how we live 
our discipleship.  She called for an 
increased life of prayer and sacrifice 
and, as a means to this end, the daily 
recitation of the Rosary.

As a great sign that the whole 
message came truly from God was a 
marvelous miracle that took place in 
the sky above Fatima before 70,000 
witnesses on October 13, 1917. 

Our Lady had told the children 
that God would perform a 
miracle so that people would 
believe in the apparitions. The 
miracle – known as “The Miracle 
of the Sun”– occurred while the 
crowd gathered was watching 
the sun and it rotated, got large 
and small, got close to the 
people, and then got far away 
from them. The sun danced and 
all could stare perfectly at it 
without blinking or even hurting 
their eyes. 

BY REV. DANIELE VALLECORSA
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Offering of 
Daily Trials & 
Tribulations
As requested by Our Lady of Fatima

O my Jesus, I accept and bear 
with submission whatever 
crosses God permits in my 
life today, for love of  You, 

for the conversion of sinners, 
and in reparation for the 

sins committed against the 
Immaculate Heart of Mary.

n Tuesday, November 15, 2016 the Parish of Saint 
Louise hosted a visit of the National Pilgrim Virgin of 

Fatima Statue of the USA. This beautiful image of Our 
Lady of Fatima was blessed by Saint Paul VI in Fatima, Portugal 

in 1967 and given to our country by the Bishop of Fatima to carry the 
important message of Fatima to the United States. It is an exact replica 
of the statue in Fatima and travels to parishes throughout the United 
States under the care of the World Apostolate of Fatima – known also as 
the Blue Army of Our Lady.  It was a great honor given to our Parish and 
a time of renewed faith and devotion.

Throughout the day many parishioners and friends of our Parish came 
to our church to visit Our Lord during the all-day Eucharistic vigil and 
to then venerate Our Lady’s image. Many of the members of our Parish 
organizations, as well as the students in our Parish School, learned Our 
Lady's message for obtaining peace and putting an end to the moral 
corruption that is afflicting our nation today. Many were renewed in 
their commitment to the Faith and were called to a deeper sense of 
discipleship. As always, Our Blessed Mother works to draw us close to 
her Son, Jesus.  It was a day full of emotion and fervor and once again 
made present the reality that the parishioners of Saint Louise love Our 
Lady and know that she will lead them to Jesus!



wpahs.org

Primary Care South
Accepting New Patients

Please contact staff regarding Tuesday evening 
appointments, Saturday morning appointments, or 
early morning weekday appointments. 

We offer the convenience and flexibility to meet your 
demanding schedule. 

Providing excellent personalized healthcare for those 
in the Canonsburg, McMurray, Peters Township, 
 Upper St. Clair, and surrounding areas.

Gateway Bank Building
3402 Washington Road, Suite 301
McMurray, PA 15317
724.941.2018 (phone)
724.941.2093 (fax)

Colleen E. Murphy, DO 
William P. Coyle, MD  

Marcie Houser, RN, MSN, CRNP

CGH32573 PCS 7.75x5Ad.indd   1 11/8/12   9:41:23 AM



 
Look for more information in future church bulletins!

St. Louise de Marillac 

FAMILY FISH FRY
March 3 –

April 7

The Family Fish Frys will be held every Friday of Lent (except Good Friday) 
beginning March 3, 2017 in the LeGras Parish Center.  We typically 
serve 1,000 – 1,500 meals per week.  This is an opportunity for members 
of our parish, school, and surrounding community to share food, 
fellowship, and fun with friends and family.  

To defray some of the FFF expenses, we are offering sponsorship 
opportunities to parishioners, school families, and the local community.  
Sponsorships can be taken by businesses or families.  In addition to the 
sponsorship opportunities, we encourage you to attend the Fish Fry 
events with your family, enjoy a great meal, and support St. Louise at 
the same time.  We look forward to seeing you there!

Back by popular demand…
Pasta Too Restaurant crab bisque, shrimp bisque, 
and pasta
Desserts from Bethel Bakery and Swirlie Whirlie
Craft beer provided by Spoonwood Brewery
Tomato basil soup provided by Denise Edgar
Delicious, homemade lump crab cakes
Credit card payments accepted
Online ordering
 
New this year…
Fish tacos added to the menu for 3 weeks
Kona Ice for the last week
Lobster bisque provided by Gretchen’s Good Eats
New England clam chowder provided by AVI, Inc.
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St. Louise Sponsor: $1,000
• Company logo or family name on table tents on all tables at the FFF
• Company logo or family name on signage above the bar area
• Company logo or family name on children’s coloring pages
• Name on Thank You Sponsors Board at the FFF
• Recognition as a FFF sponsor in the church bulletin insert
• Recognition as a FFF sponsor in the St. Louise Herald 

(semi-annual parish and school publication to 3,000 families)

Baldesberger Sponsor: $500
• Company logo or family name on signage above the kitchen area
• Name on Thank You Sponsors Board at the FFF
• Recognition as a FFF sponsor in the church bulletin insert
• Recognition as a FFF sponsor in the St. Louise Herald 

(semi-annual parish and school publication to 3,000 families)

Reception Sponsor: $500 
• Company logo or family name on signage above the registration area
• Name on Thank You Sponsors Board at the FFF
• Recognition as a FFF sponsor in the church bulletin insert
• Recognition as a FFF sponsor in the St. Louise Herald 

(semi-annual parish and school publication to 3,000 families)

Schonhardt Sponsor: $500 
• Company logo or family name on signage above the soup & salad area
• Name on Thank You Sponsors Board at the FFF
• Recognition as a FFF sponsor in the church bulletin insert
• Recognition as a FFF sponsor in the St. Louise Herald 

(semi-annual parish and school publication to 3,000 families)

de Marillac Sponsor: $500 
• Company logo or family name on signage above the takeout area
• Name on Thank You Sponsors Board at the FFF
• Recognition as a FFF sponsor in the church bulletin insert
• Recognition as a FFF sponsor in the St. Louise Herald 

(semi-annual parish and school publication to 3,000 families)

STL Sweet Treats Sponsor: $250
• Company logo or family name on signs on the dessert tables
• Name on Thank You Sponsors Board at the FFF
• Recognition as a FFF sponsor in the church bulletin insert
• Recognition as a FFF sponsor in the St. Louise Herald 

(semi-annual parish and school publication to 3,000 families)

Friends of St. Louise/Shout-Outs: $100
• Company logo, family name, or shout out on a sign to hang on 

the wall in LeGras
• Recognition as a FFF sponsor in the church bulletin insert
• Name on Thank You Sponsors Board at the FFF

LeGras Circle: $50
• Recognition as a FFF sponsor in the church bulletin insert
• Name on Thank You Sponsors Board at the FFF

SPONSORSHIP
OPPORTUNITIES

St. Louise de Marillac 

FAMILY FISH FRY

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT!
 Yes!  We would like to become a sponsor of the St. Louise “Family Fish Fry”.
Please make check payable to “St. Louise de Marillac”; indicate “FFF sponsor” in the memo section of the check. Mail this form along with your check to:  
St. Louise de Marillac, 320 McMurray Road, Upper St. Clair, PA 15241, Attn: Lisa Osterhaus.  You may also drop the form off at LeGras Parish Hall.

COMPANY NAME:  PHONE:

CONTACT NAME: EMAIL: 

MAILING ADDRESS:

SPONSORSHIP LEVEL: PLEASE INDICATE YOUR LEVEL OF SPONSORSHIP (CIRCLE ONE): 

If you have any questions, please contact Lisa Osterhaus at losterhaus@stlouisedemarillac.org. 

St. Louise Sponsor
Baldesberger Sponsor

Reception Sponsor
Schonhardt Sponsor

de Marillac Sponsor
STL Sweet Treats Sponsor

Friends of St. Louise/Shout-Outs
LeGras Circle



 DR. SCOTT 

HAHN
Upper St. Clair native and former self-described enemy of the Catholic Church, 
Scott Hahn, came for a day of lectures for St. Louise parishioners and others 
from all around the South Hills on Friday, September 16th.  Hundreds of eager 
listeners and long-time fans of Hahn’s many best-selling titles turned out for 
the three-lecture series presented in the church throughout the day. Hahn is a 
highly renowned former Presbyterian minister turned Catholic author, scholar, 
editor, and speaker.  In fact, he has become one of the most effective Catholic 
Evangelists of our day, wedding his impressive mastery of Scripture to his gift 
for writing and through these, bringing fresh energy and excitement to Catholics 
around the country.  

Evangelizing 
Catholics

Consuming the 
Word:  Being 

Transformed by 
Eucharist

Sacrament of  
Mercy

1

2

3

Hahn started off his trio of lectures with 
one entitled:  “Evangelizing Catholics“.  
This lecture was followed upon by 
“Consuming the Word“, and a third, “Lord, 
Have Mercy“.  Each of the lectures have 
roots in Hahn’s best-selling books, listed 
at the end of this summary piece.

Becoming Catholic Evangelists

LECTURES BY3

B Y  R E B E C C A  P E T T I G R E W
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Evangelizing 
Catholics

In his first lecture regarding 
evangelizing Catholics, Hahn 
stressed that during and following 
Vatican II, the Church recognized 
that every Christian and not only 
ordained ministers, priests, deacons, 
religious or professional church staff 
is commissioned by their Baptism 
in Christ and their Confirmation in 
the Holy Spirit to bear the Gospel of 
Jesus Christ into the world.  He cited 
the apostolic exhortation of Pope 
Paul VI called “Evangelization in the 
Modern World” from 1975 which 
re-sounded Vatican II’s call for a “new 
evangelization” rooted in the “undying 
power and strength of Pentecost”.  
It was this theme which became a 
central focus of the papacy of Pope 
St. John Paul II in which he stressed 
that every Christian must understand 
his role as that of evangelist.  This 
idea of every lay Catholic as an 
evangelist is revolutionary in some 
ways, not because the faithful witness 
of lay Christians hadn’t always been a 
significant means by which the Gospel 
spread, but because the Church had 
come to understand and acknowledge 
that at this point in the history of the 
Church and world, it was essential that 
Christians come to know and accept 
this commission to spread the Gospel 
and nurture the new life of discipleship 
with full and determined intentionality.  
This has become increasingly 
imperative as the culture becomes 
more and more secularized and so less 
and less supportive of Christian life 
and values.  With the realization that it 
must fall primarily on lay believers to 
transmit the gospel and do the heavy 
lifting of evangelizing the world, the 
Church recognized the need to turn 
her attention on the re-evangelization 
of her own people so as to inform and 
inspire and re-ignite in them the flame 
of love for Christ so that they may 
bring that transforming fire of Christ’s 
love to bear in every walk of life. 

“I have come to set the earth 
on fire, and how I wish it were 
already blazing”  
Luke 12:49

Catholics today, Hahn proposes, 
are called to seek out a living, 
transformative relationship with Christ, 
to awaken to our new life in Him 
through our Baptism, and to nourish 
that personal encounter with Christ 
in his Word and Sacraments and 
through small faith communities which 
help nourish that flame of Christ’s 
love in us. That transforming love of 
Christ and the abiding joy it produces 
in Christians is what captures the 
attention and longing of other persons 
whom we encounter.  In fact, as all the 
Popes following Vatican II expressly 
pointed out, it is primarily through such 
personal encounter; through friendship 
with joyful disciples of Jesus Christ 
that others begin to open their lives to 
the transforming mystery of Christ’s 
love poured out into our hearts in the 
Holy Spirit.  This is the “undying power 
and strength of Pentecost” of which 
Pope Paul VI was speaking in his 1975 
exhortation. The New Evangelization 
essentially requires a New Pentecost.  
Through Christ’s love, which is the 
Holy Spirit, poured out to us in the 
Sacraments, Christians are inflamed by 
that love and, transformed by it, we 
become effective evangelists who bring 
Christ to others and others to Christ.

Hahn cautioned about the tendency 
to think of Faith as a private gift which 
is to be kept to oneself.  A personal 
relationship with Christ is never only 
for its own sake, but also meant to be 
transformative in such a way that Christ 
attracts others to Himself through 
His relationship with you.  He also 
cautioned that too many Catholics have 
believed that actions speak louder than 
words and hide behind the (untrue) 
legend that St. Francis once said 
“Preach the Gospel and, if necessary, 
use words”.  Hahn argued that this is 
precisely wrong.  In fact, we must tell 
of our faith in Jesus Christ and witness 
to the transforming power of his work 
in us.  If we do not name Him, we are 
not evangelizing as we are meant to.  
We must “walk the talk”, but we must 
also “talk the walk” if we are to be not 
merely followers of Christ, but effective 
sharers and bearers of Christ who draw 
others to Him.

Hahn quoted famous Protestant 
pastor, Rick Warren of Saddleback 
Church, who at the World Meeting 
of Families expressed the pressing 
need for evangelization of our families, 
communities, workplaces, and world:

“In today’s society, materialism is 
idolized, immorality is glamorized, 
truth minimized, sin is normalized, 
divorce is rationalized, and abortion 
is legalized.  In TV and movies, 
crime is legitimized, drug use is 
minimized, comedy is vulgarized, 
and sex is trivialized.  In movies, 
the Bible is fictionalized, churches 
are satirized, God is marginalized, 
and Christians are demonized.  The 
elderly are dehumanized, the sick are 
euthanized, the poor are victimized, 
the mentally ill are ostracized, 
immigrants are stigmatized, and 
children are tranquilized.  In families 
around the world, our manners are 
uncivilized, speech is vulgarized, 
faith is secularized, and everything is 
commercialized”.  

Hahn agreed with Warren that in the 
face of this sin-ravaged culture, too 
many Christians are “disorganized 
and demoralized”, with their faith 
“compartmentalized, and witness 
compromised.” Warren’s prescription 
for the Church: “We need to revitalize 
our worship, minimize our differences, 
mobilize our members, evangelize the 
lost, and we need to re-energize our 
families.”  Agreeing with his Protestant 
friend, Hahn adds that as Catholics we 
must and can do this by being enflamed 
and transformed by the merciful love of 
Christ which we encounter and receive 
in the Sacraments.  It is Christ who can 
transform the impossibly twisted, sin-
sick situations in our own lives, in the 
lives of our families, and in the world 
and He has given us the means to bring 
Him into these situations.  It is through 
the Sacraments that He gives Himself 
to us personally; it is through these that 
he binds us to Himself and Himself to 
us.  Thus bound and transformed by 
Covenant and by His presence in us, 
we become the ones through whom he 
draws near to heal and transform others.
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1 We must “walk the talk”, but we must also “talk the walk” if we 
are to be not merely followers of Christ, but effective sharers and 
bearers of Christ who draw others to Him.
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Consuming the Word:  
Being Transformed by 
Eucharist

Hahn’s second talk, “Consuming the 
Word” is an example of taking up the 
challenge to evangelize Catholics.  
The lecture was meant to inform and 
reignite our devotion to and passion 
for the Eucharist. 

First, Hahn shared the drama and 
excitement of his own discovery as 
a Protestant that the Sacrament of 
the Eucharist is itself the original 
New Testament.  It was in fact this 
insight which was the catalyst for 
Hahn’s own walk from Protestantism 
to the Catholic Church. In sharing the 
story, he hopes to ignite the same 
excitement in Catholics who often take 
the Sacrament for granted and in many 
cases may not grasp the reality of 
Christ’s presence in the Sacrament and 
its beauty, significance, and power.

Hahn recounted the story of an old 
high school friend from Upper St. Clair 
High who had once been Catholic.  A 
few years ago, Hahn ran into this old 
friend who excitedly shared with Hahn 
that he’d left the Catholic Church and 
become an Evangelical Protestant, a 
Bible-centered Christian.  The friend 
had no idea that Hahn himself had left 
Evangelical Protestantism and become 
Catholic!  After Hahn sheepishly 
revealed that he’d done this, the two 
talked by phone over the course of 
many months about why Hahn had 
left behind Protestantism to became 
Catholic.  The central reason was the 
Eucharist. In short, Hahn realized that 
if he really wanted to be faithful to the 
New Testament, this meant not placing 
the books we know as The New 
Testament at the center of his worship, 
but rather placing The Eucharist, which, 
being the Body of Christ, is the actual 
New Testament, at the center.

To get his friend to reconsider his 
choice to leave the Catholic Church 
and her Sacraments for Evangelical 
Protestantism, Hahn asked his friend to 
consider the question which he himself 
had asked at the beginning of his 
journey to accepting the Real Presence 
of Christ in the Eucharist:  How did 
a Roman execution, a horribly cruel, 
bloody, and torturous execution, come 
to be understood as a saving sacrifice?  
It was a leap that no Jew or Gentile 
would have made by just witnessing the 
bloody execution.  Hahn explained that 
Christians believe this because Jesus 
himself revealed this meaning to them 
at the Last Supper.  In saying “This is the 
cup of my Blood, the Blood of the New 
Covenant; it will be shed for you and for 
all, for the forgiveness of sins.  Do this 
in memory of me”, Christ told Christians 
exactly how to understand what was to 
occur on the cross at Calvary:  Christ 
gave Himself as a willing sacrifice for us 
so that God might bind Himself to us 
in a New Covenant/Testament.  At the 
Last Supper, Jesus was transforming 
his death by Roman execution into 
a loving, voluntary act, in which He 
gave over his body and poured out his 
blood as the seal of a New Covenant/
Testament. Through Him, the Father’s 
Divine love and mercy pours out for all.  
This transformative act of sacrificial love 
is the seal of a New Covenant/Testament 
between God and Man and we come to 
participate in it through the consumption 
of Christ’s Body and Blood in the 
Sacrament of the Eucharist.  

When Hahn and his friend walked 
through this discovery together, his 
friend was ultimately led back to the 
Catholic Church. He realized, with 
Hahn, that placing a primary emphasis 
on the Books of the New Testament 
without reference to the New Eucharistic 
Testament/Covenant about which it 
testifies is mistaken. He understood that 
there would be no New Testament Bible 
if there weren’t first the New Testament/
Covenant of Christ’s self-offering in the 
Holy Eucharist which binds us to the 
Father and unites us as a Body. That 
Body, the Body of Christ, made one by 
partaking of Christ’s sacrifice through 

the Sacrament, proclaimed the new 
life established by and through Christ’s 
sacrificial self-offering for us.  Ultimately 
that proclamation was expressed in 
the New Testament Scriptures.  The 
New Testament Bible is, therefore, the 
testimony of the Body of Christ, formed 
and nourished by the New Testament/
Covenant which is Eucharist.  

Hahn’s story of 
discovering the 
meaning and power of 
the New Eucharistic 
Testament/Covenant 
at the heart of our 
Catholic liturgy and 
faith should inspire us 
to revere and treasure 
this most holy self-gift 
of Christ to us.  It is this 
Sacrament, “the source 
and summit of our 
Catholic faith“, which 
unites us as brothers 
and sisters in Christ’s 
love, by the power of 
the Holy Spirit.  This 
union becomes more 
and more intimate as 
our loving submission 
and devotion to the 
Divine love pouring 
out to us from this 
Eucharistic Sacrifice 
deepens and grows.
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2 Hahn realized that if he really wanted to be faithful to the New 
Testament, this meant not placing the Books we know as The  
New Testament at the center of his worship, but rather placing  
The Eucharist, which, being the Body of Christ, is the actual  
New Testament, at the center.

He hopes to ignite the same 
excitement in Catholics who often 
take the Sacrament for granted 
and in many cases may not grasp 
the reality of Christ’s presence 
in the Sacrament and its beauty, 
significance, and power
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3 The Sacrament of Penance instituted by Christ, by which man’s 
whole being is rectified and ‘made perfect as the Heavenly Father 
is Perfect’ is the means the Father gave us to be rectified and 
healed and so begin the healing of the world. It is not a convention 
made up by the Church at some later date in history. 

Sacrament of Mercy

The third and final talk, “Lord, Have 
Mercy” also took up the challenge of 
evangelizing Catholics.  This time, Hahn 
focused on renewing our appreciation 
for the Sacrament of Penance as the 
Sacrament of Divine Mercy.  The talk 
was largely personal, with Hahn telling 
the story of his own past as a budding 
juvenile delinquent who ultimately had 
a run-in with the law.  In choosing to 
lie and to construct alibis in order to 
get out of trouble, Hahn found himself 
ashamed before his dad, who took his 
thievery, cowardice, and dishonesty 
to heart.  It was in this moment that 
Hahn experienced the beginnings of 
an awakening of conscience – a twinge 
which made him see that he had hurt his 
father who loved him and had placed 
a rift in their relationship.  That rift 
required closure and healing.

Moving from this early personal 
experience of sin and its personal and 
communal ramifications, Hahn went on 
to say that, as Josef Pieper wrote, the 
greatest of our enemies in our spiritual 
and moral life is the “falsification of 
memory”.  Pieper wrote:  “There is no 
more insidious way for error to establish 
itself than by this falsification of the 
memory through slight retouches, 
displacements, discolorations, 
omissions, shifts of accent”.   This 
becomes so easy to do and we can 
just as easily begin to lose the “true 
narrative thread” in our lives.  When this 
happens, we begin to lose direction, 
lose the meaning and purpose of our 
lives, and ruin the integrity of our 
relationships.  It becomes very easy for 
us to create situations for ourselves in 
which we cannot begin to find a way 
out of the malaise of sin and untruth in 
which we have become mired.  The only 
way true honesty of memory can be 
ensured is by righting the whole human 
being.  But this seems improbable if 
not completely impossible. And the 
situations of brokenness and suffering 
which we cause in the world so often 
seem irreparable.  However, we know 
it must indeed be possible to transform 
and heal these situations because 
God commanded it of us: Jesus said 
“Be perfect as your heavenly Father 
is perfect”. (Mt. 5:48)   Would God 
command of us something which is not 
possible?  We can look to the Saints to 
confirm that it is indeed possible and 
that, in fact, the One who commands it 
of us is the One by whose power it  
is possible.

Hahn demonstrated in brief what he 
demonstrates at length in his book 
“Lord Have Mercy” : that the Sacrament 
of Penance instituted by Christ, by 
which man’s whole being is rectified and 
‘made perfect as the Heavenly Father 
is Perfect’ is the means the Father gave 
us to be rectified and healed and so 
begin the healing of the world.  It is not, 
Hahn points out, as Protestant Churches 
claim, a convention made up by the 
Church at some later date in history.  
The need for confession and repentance 
is consistently shown throughout the 
Hebrew Scriptures and God never tires 
throughout the successive covenants 
with Noah, Abraham, Moses, and 
David, of imploring sinners to confess 
and repent.  In fact, in the Mosaic 
covenant, God gives his people a very 
specific, ritual way to confess and to 
seek forgiveness of God through guilt 
offerings and sacrifices.  He insists they 
make a confession, then he has them 
make a liturgical act of sacrifice and 
penance and finally he insists they do 
it with the help and intercession of a 
priest.  All these elements are present 
from the beginning of Israel and Hahn 
points out are present in the Sacrament 
instituted by Christ for the “renewed 
Israel”, His Church.

The main goal of Hahn’s talk was to 
show that Christ himself established 
the Sacrament of Confession/Penance 
as a way of removing the rift in the 
relationship between us and the Father, 
rectifying the whole human person, 
and opening us to the experience of 
Divine Mercy.  This experience of God’s 
merciful love enables us to recover the 
‘true narrative thread in our lives’ and to 
be liberated from lies and the crippling 
guilt and shame which accompany them.

The Sacrament of Confession breaks 
the grip of sin on our lives and also 
cultivates in us a holy hatred of it. It 
helps us discover and root out our own 
sins and focus on seeking freedom 
from them instead of focusing on the 
sins of others.  The Sacrament frees 
us to grow in our union with Christ in 
the Holy Spirit.  We can then bring His 
healing, merciful, truthful love into our 

relationships, families, workplaces, 
and other spheres of influence. This 
joy-producing Sacrament should be 
sought out frequently and regularly 
because Christ established it to heal 
and infuse us with His new Life and He 
has ordained that our joy and peace 
obtained through this Sacrament 
might draw others to Him for 
liberation from sin and salvation from 
the death it brings.  

As one of the giants of today’s lay-
Catholic Evangelists, Scott Hahn 
passionately called Catholics to awaken 
to the power of the Sacraments at our 
disposal and to intentionally partake 
of these so that our lives may more 
deeply conform to Christ, who meets 
us with His loving, transforming Mercy.  
As persons touched, freed, and healed 
in the Sacraments of Eucharist and 
Confession, we become effective 
Evangelists, on fire with the “undying 
power and strength of Pentecost”, 
commissioned to bring Christ’s 
transforming, healing, and unifying fire 
of merciful love into a world grown 
cold, crippled, darkened, disoriented, 
dissolute, and disbanded by sin.  

The New Evangelization begins and 
ends with Christ, but in His infinite 
wisdom, the Father has elected to work 
through each of us to carry His Son to 
all the ends of the earth.  Christ comes 
to us by the power of the Holy Spirit 
poured out to us in the Sacraments 
and makes us capable of the glorious 
commission to draw all things to Him.

Some Pertinent Books 
by Scott Hahn:

Evangelizing Catholics
Rome Sweet Home
The Lamb’s Supper
A Father Who Keeps His Promises
Consuming the Word
Lord, Have Mercy
The Creed
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middle school ministr
y

BY JASON ZYCH
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We are pleased to announce that our alternative to Middle School 

Religious Education, Edge, is off to a great st
art th

is year.  O
ver 70 

students signed up for th
e new program.  Edge Middle School Ministr

y 

is a program designed specifically for M
iddle School age stu

dents, 

grades 6-8. It 
provides a safe, fu

n place for youth to find solid Catholic 

community, to
 get answers to their q

uestio
ns about fa

ith, and most 

importantly, to
 experience Jesus in a profound and personal way. The 

Edge resources, presented by a Core Team, offer Catholic teaching in 

a way that young people can understa
nd. Edge Middle School Ministr

y 

will b
e an alternative to the tra

ditio
nal classroom model and will c

ount 

as religious education for th
e 2016-2017 catechetical year.
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BY  TERRY KISH

ON MISSION FOR

T his November, almost 500 parishioners took time to 
attend a parish consultation session as part of the On 
Mission for the Church Alive! planning process.

Our pastor, Father Joe Sioli, welcomed everyone and 
thanked them for taking time to become part of the 
planning process. 

Before learning about draft models being proposed 
for St. Louise de Marillac Parish, Father Joe held a 
brief prayer service. Afterward, attendees heard a 
video presentation by Bishop David Zubik explaining 
more about On Mission for the Church Alive! First and 
foremost, On Mission is about bringing people to Jesus 
by ensuring that our parishes, schools and Catholic 
institutions are vibrant, viable, and sustainable, and by 
equipping and exciting people about sharing their faith 
with their family, friends, and community.

Bishop Zubik stressed that On Mission is about being in 
relationship – with Jesus through our prayer and worship, 
with the Church through our growth as disciples, and 
with each other through our service in the world.

43  WINTER 2016 |  THE ST. LOUISE HERALD



In each draft model, existing parishes will be grouped 
together to create one new parish. Existing parishes 
that would be included to form the new parish and 
recommendations for the number of campuses – the 
Church and other buildings (rectories, parking, etc.) – are 
listed in each draft. Also listed is the proposed number 
of priests, deacons, and ecclesial ministers (Music 
Ministers, Directors of Religious Education, etc.) needed, 
the total population of all people living in the new parish 
grouping, and expected weekly Mass attendance.

Those attending the parish consultation sessions were 
asked to provide feedback on the proposed models 
through a series of questions. In addition, there were 
several open-ended questions to allow feedback for 
other ideas or factors that could be considered when the 
models are reviewed and revised.

At the end of each meeting, Father Joe answered 
questions and stressed that parishioner feedback is vital 
to the planning process, as no final decisions have been 
made. He encouraged parishioners to contact him or 
members of the St. Louise On Mission team with their 
thoughts on the proposed draft models. 

Moving forward, additional cluster and district-level 
consultations will continue between January and 
June 2017, with the On Mission Commission refining 
the models based on feedback and submitting 
recommendations to Bishop Zubik between June and 
December 2017.

ON MISSION FOR

A second video detailed changes that are affecting not 
only our parish and parishes throughout the Diocese 
of Pittsburgh, but across the United States. Mass 
attendance has dropped steadily, as have parishioner 
weddings and infant baptisms, and the enrollment at our 
Catholic elementary schools has declined. Many parishes 
are struggling financially, and ministry and services 
to communities is uneven. In less than five years, it 
is anticipated that there will be more parishes in the 
Diocese of Pittsburgh than priests.

To meet the challenges of a changing world, draft 
models of how a group of parishes could potentially 
look in the future with respect to ministerial strategies, 
physical structures, organization, and staff were created. 

Keeping in mind the On Mission core values of 
collaboration, courage, and compassion, the On Mission 
Commission, which was comprised of representatives 
from the 21 districts in the four vicariates and six counties 
of the diocese, developed draft models for the diocese. 

The draft models were created with the needs of an 
entire district in mind, and had to meet 21 criteria 
dealing with growth of the parish, pastoral care, financial 
resources, and clergy.

Additionally, the draft models were intentionally meant 
to be unfinished starting points for discussion.

TWO DRAFT MODELS WERE PRESENTED INVOLVING 
ST. LOUISE DE MARILLAC PARISH

DRAFT MODEL 1
 

PROPOSES BRINGING 
TOGETHER:

St. Louise de Marillac
St. Thomas More

St. Valentine
TO FORM 1 PARISH,  

UTILIZING 2 CAMPUSES

THE NEW PARISH  
WOULD BE SERVED BY:

1 Pastor
2 Parochial Vicars
1 Priest Chaplain

3 Deacons
7 LEMs

38,000 total population
5,600 weekly Mass goers

Bishop Zubik has invited every Catholic in the diocese to envision how our parishes, ministries, and schools can best 
respond to the changes in our communities so they can be more vital centers of worship and service. Be part of the 
process by learning more about On Mission for the Church Alive! by reading our bulletin, the Pittsburgh Catholic, or 
on-line at www.onmissionchurchalive.org.
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DRAFT MODEL 2
 

PROPOSES BRINGING 
TOGETHER:

St. Louise de Marillac
St. Barbara, Bridgeville
Holy Child, Bridgeville
TO FORM 1 PARISH, 

UTILIZING 2 CAMPUSES

THE NEW PARISH 
WOULD BE SERVED BY:

1 Pastor
3 Parochial Vicars
1 Priest Chaplain

4 Deacons
7 LEMs

54,000 total population
6,400 weekly Mass goers



It’s now been nearly two and a half years since our parish first began 
its participation in Our Campaign for the Church Alive!  In other 
words, we’re just about half way to the campaign’s completion.  I’m 
very happy to take this opportunity to thank you for your continued 
support of St. Louise Parish, and to update you regarding how Our 
Campaign has already benefitted St. Louise Parish.

Thanks to the generosity of our campaign supporters who continue 
to fulfill their pledges, we have been able to engage in and complete 
a number of projects which will long benefit parish life, including the 
replacement of the school roof this past summer (our largest project 
to date!). There is still much to be done, and we are counting on 
your help to accomplish the goals we first set out in our parish case 
statement:

• Pursue Pastoral Plan of Evangelization, Ongoing Renewal  
& Re-engagement of Both Active & Inactive Parishioners:  
$125,000 

• Improve Furnishings & Storage to Allow for Wider Use  
of Parish Facilities for Outreach, Parish Organizations 
& Volunteer Opportunities:  
$185,000 

• Continue Improvements to Parish Campus Walkways & Landscaping:  
$75,000 

• Replace School Building’s Boiler & Roof:  
$365,000 

• Build Parish Savings Account for Future Capital Expenses:  
$198,000 

In addition to the new school roof, we’re excited that we’ve been 
able to engage in and complete so many projects originally planned, 
including: providing new storage areas and improvements to office 
space for Religious Ed, School, and the LeGras Parish Center, 
maintaining and improving our parish campus through landscaping 
and several masonry projects, and introducing and conducting 
ChristLife in order to engage and evangelize our parishioners and 
neighbors.

The next big project we look forward to completing in the summer of 
2017 is replacing the boilers and updating the heating system in the 
school. Our school building has served the parish for over 50 years, 
far beyond providing a home for both school and religious education 
programs.  We want to prepare it to serve this community for the next 
50 years and beyond.

Please know that we are very careful stewards of the money we 
received through the Church Alive campaign, as we are with all 
donations made to St. Louise Parish.  Your continued support of this 
campaign is vital in realizing what we set out to accomplish for our 
parish.  Thank you for your continued support of St. Louise, and your 
commitment to securing a strong future for the Church Alive in our 
community.

Yours in Christ,

Fr. Joe

Our Campaign for the Church Alive!  
Summary for St. Louise de Marillac Parish
As we near the halfway point in Our Campaign for 
the Church Alive!, I am proud to report that we 
have already received over 51% of contributions 
pledged by our parishioners. While this is great 
news, your continued support of the campaign is 
vital to complete the rest of the goals outlined in the 
case statement above.  The summary of our parish 
participation in the campaign is meant to offer a brief 
overview of our success so far, and the goals which 
have been set through many generous pledges.

BASED ON MOST RECENT STATEMENT (AUGUST 31, 2016):

 

ST. LOUISE TARGET ....................................................$2,370,000.00

PLEDGES MADE* ........................................................$3,233,216.88

PLEDGE PAYMENTS ...................................................$1,662,472.19

PLEDGES RECEIVABLE ...............................................$1,570,744.69

 

CAMPAIGN SPLIT OF PLEDGE PAYMENTS ............$1,001,483.25

CAMPAIGN SPLIT OF EXPENSES ...................................$70,104.03

 

PARISH SPLIT OF PLEDGE PAYMENTS ...................... $660,988.94

LESS PARISH SPLIT OF EXPENSES ................................$46,269.23

TOTAL AMOUNT RECEIVED BY PARISH .................... $614,719.71

 

CURRENT BALANCE AS OF  
11/30/16 AFTER EXPENSES ........................................ $277,495.66

 *The parish will receive 40% of all pledge payments made up 
to our target ($2,370,000), and 60% of all pledge payments 
received after we’ve reached our target.

OUR CAMPAIGN  
FOR THE CHURCH ALIVE!  
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Focused on academic excellence,
spiritual formation, leadership development

and community involvement, Oakland Catholic
provides a world-class education in an all-girls

environment that equips students with
21st century skills and a global perspective.

A WORLD-CLASS
EDUCATION

Learn more at OaklandCatholic.org



Want your Parish or School group to be featured in the next issue of The Herald? E-mail Lisa Osterhaus, Director of Stewardship at losterhaus@stlouisedemarillac.org.

 ANNOUNCEMENTS

Baptisms from April 2016 - October 2016

Francis Julian Alvare 
August 14, 2016

Max Grayson Baldini 
October 9, 2016

Lauren Ann Barefoot 
October 8, 2016

Regina Joan Bianco 
October 9, 2016

Annabelle Audrey 
Calvetti 
August 14, 2016

Tyler James Caprio 
July 31, 2016

Leonardo Silvestre 
Cesar 
July 17, 2016

Brady Stephen Connell 
June 12, 2016

Kian Edward DeLauter 
August 14, 2016

Violet Marie Eckenrode 
May 8, 2016

Benjamin Lee Fritz 
August 7, 2016

Gregory and Nicolet Weimer with their daughter, Adeline June

Nora Philomena 
Gargrave 
September 3, 2016

Karlie Saracco Geros 
September 18, 2016

Mason Maxwell 
Greiner 
May 8, 2016

Helena Grace Hasak 
May 29, 2016

Beau Michael Hecht 
May 22, 2016

Beau Edward Howard 
May 22, 2016

Sophia Morgan 
Hoying 
June 19, 2016

Matthew Alan Kicinski 
October 19, 2016

Dean Andrew 
Kirschner 
July 2, 2016

Anna Louise Kleinz 
May 22, 2016

Ella Mae Litzenburger 
June 5, 2016

Ava Lee Martin 
May 22, 2016

Abigail Rose Masters 
September 18, 2016

Hannah Patricia 
McCluskey 
August 28, 2016

Jack Emmett McHugh 
October 23, 2016

Madeleine Kathleen 
Messinger 
September 4, 2016

John Francis Mozes 
July 17, 2016

Isabella Marie 
Oshnock 
July 24, 2016

Evelyn Josephine Paoly 
October 2, 2016

Timothy Michael 
Pitschke, III 
June 26, 2016

Bryce Patrick Rizzo 
September 25, 2016

Caroline Pearl Rosi 
May 22, 2016

Rocco Joseph Rosi 
May 22, 2016

Clara Faith Sada 
September 18, 2016
Allison Paula Sayre 
July 3, 2016

Lidia Rose Shaw 
May 21, 2016

Hayley Louise Simmons 
July 10, 2016

Mary Anna Sivillo 
July 03, 2016

Mary Evelyn Snyder 
October 23, 2016

Rush Joseph Srnec 
October 30, 2016

Austin James Tennant 
August 7, 2016

Ashlyn Katie 
Tornabene 
June 19, 2016

Jacinta Marie Turek 
July 10, 2016

Ryan Michael Ventura 
May 22, 2016

Charlotte Elizabeth 
Vogel 
May 29, 2016

Imogen Charlotte 
Wardzala 
October 30, 2016

Adeline June Weimer 
October 09, 2016
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Weddings from April 2016 - October 2016

Ryan W. VanWagner  
& Amanda K. Smyth 
May 21, 2016

Jeffrey N. Schwarz  
& Emily J. Vennare 
June 11, 2016

Mark J. Mazur  
& Mallory M. Perella 
June 18, 2016

Aaron C. Pifer  
& Louise M. Cortinovis 
June 25, 2016

Joseph T. Watkins  
& Grace E. Hardwick 
June 25, 2016

Michael J. Hustava  
& Mary M. Scherer 
July 8, 2016

Michael J. Barringer  
& Kelsey M. Dawson 
July 22, 2016

Stephen C. Sakosits  
& Ashley A. Valdiserri 
July 30, 2016

Dillon M. Culp  
& Allyson N. Becker 
August 6, 2016

J. Brian Buckley  
& Lauren E. Scott 
August 6, 2016

Jonathan W. Heintz  
& Rachel N. Engel 
August 20, 2016

Scott S. Mariana  
& Chanel D. LoCastro 
August 26, 2016

Robert T. Voorhis  
& Brittany R. Kowalski 
August 27, 2016

Tyler A. Lonchar  
& Christina M. Ruby 
September 10, 2016

Michael W. Hall  
& Andrea M. Bible 
September 24, 2016

Drew F. Levavasseur  
& Jessica E. Heintz 
October 1, 2016

Damian J. Cole  
& Kristen E. Kane 
October 15, 2106
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ST. LOUISE DE MARILLAC SCHOO
L

FOOD FUN

51
ST A

NNUAL MEN’S FISH FRYFRIENDS

WHAT IS THE MEN’S FISH FRY?
The St. Louise Men’s Fish Fry is a great event held every 
year the last Friday in April.  In its 51st year, the Men’s Fish 
Fry has raised over $1.3 million for St. Louise de Marillac 
School.  It is an evening filled with great food, lots of fun, 
and time with friends to support St. Louise School.  Check 
future church bulletins for more information.

FRIDAY, APRIL 28, 2017FRIDAY, APRIL 28, 2017



Dancing to the music of the DJ, climbing walls, 
bouncing through the obstacle course, smiling 
for the photo booth, conversing with friends. 
A wonderful evening shared with the school 

families at St. Louise de Marillac!!
Thanks to all of the volunteers that prepped,  

set-up, grilled, served & cleaned up!! 
Everyone continues to come together to create 
the very special school community we have here 

at St. Louise!!

175   

 F A M I L I E S
700   

G U E S T S

prayed together
shared a meal together

enjoyed a fun-filled beautiful 
evening together!!
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St. Louise de Marillac Parish
320 McMurray Road 
Pittsburgh, PA 15241

412-833-1010 
www.stlouisedemarillac.org


