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Dear Parishioners and Friends of St. Louise,

Taking a break to share some thoughts with you I am enjoying some time outside and the warm breeze that lets us know summer 
is finally here.  Our parish and area school students have already begun their summer recess, and many families are looking 
forward to vacation and other activities.  I’m also relishing a bit of a slower pace around the parish for the next several weeks 
to catch up with friends and visit family.

Growing up my parents always made sure that my sister, brother and I had plenty to do over the summer.  There were many 
opportunities for swimming, sports, trips to the nearby Jersey Shore and more.  One thing that I very distinctly remember is 
NOT being allowed to lounge around the house and watch The Price is Right.  If we weren’t already out and about, my mother 
would shoo us from the house.   Against any protests that we didn’t have anything to do, she would rattle off a list of options – 
staying inside and watching TV or playing Atari (I’m dating myself here) was never among them.  The truth is that I think my 
parents, along with my grandparents and many of their contemporaries had a better understanding of recreation and leisure than 
many of us do.  I believe most of us work hard and enjoy fulfilling, if not hectic, lives, and look forward to well-deserved breaks; 
but some of us don’t know how to recreate well, nor do we do so often enough.

Recreation isn’t just merely the absence of work or a moment of relaxation.  It’s more intentional than that.  Spending leisure 
time together, we strengthen our relationships with family and friends, we communicate with one another, either in conversation 
or at play, and we do so allowing the Lord to be present to us too, renewing or re-creating our spirits.  I’d like to make the bold 
suggestion that the model for our recreation, and indeed for much of our lives, is the Eucharist that we celebrate.  Sometimes I 
focus on the aspect of personal sacrifice that is required to attend Mass, since for so many families, finding the time to do so on 
any given weekend can be challenging.  I also find that attending Mass is a little bit like being at play when we allow ourselves 
to think of it as such.  We come together with friends and neighbors, we sing together, we teach our children the rules of our 
worship, and in our prayer we make ourselves present to the Lord and to one another.  When we see Mass as an opportunity 
to spend quality leisure time with the Lord, our family and our community, I think that it helps us greatly to look for the other 
opportunities in our daily lives to spend our time well together.  Rather than seeing our leisure time as a moment to escape, we 
can value it as the chance to be more fully present to one another.

I hope that this season will bring some much needed rest from the regular routine of work and other busy activities.  I pray that you 
will see it as an invitation to allow the Lord to re-create your spirit, most especially by taking time each Sunday to come together 
as a parish to the Eucharist and enjoy His presence among us.  May God bless you with a restful, safe and enjoyable summer.

With prayers and every good wish for you and your families, I am

Yours in Christ,

Rev.  Joseph E. Sioli 
Pastor

Message from the Pastor
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BY LISA OSTERHAUS

Fish Marinade

½ cup Worchestershire sauce 
¼ cup rice vinegar 
¼ cup olive oil 
Juice of one lemon and one lime 

2 teaspoons of McCormick Perfect 
Pinch® steak seasoning 

½ teaspoon ancho chile powder

Mix all ingredients together. Put 
fish in a large Ziploc® bag with the 
marinade. Refrigerate for 1-2 hours. 
Grill fish over medium heat for 5 
minutes on each side. Shred fish into 
small pieces.

Coleslaw

½ bag shredded cabbage and 
carrots 

1 cup chopped grape tomatoes 
1 chopped poblano pepper 
2 chopped jalapeño peppers 
½ cup chopped baby yellow 
tomatoes 

1 cup chopped cilantro 
1/3 cup chopped red onion

inGredients

4 filets of wild sea bass or halibut 
Fish marinade (see below) 
Coleslaw & dressing (see below) 
Guacamole (see below) 
Crumbled cojita cheese or shredded mozzarella cheese 
Sour cream 
Soft tortillas (corn or flour), warmed

Prepare the fish, coleslaw, and guacamole according to the directions below 
and serve buffet style with the tortillas, sour cream, and cheese. Enjoy!

Coleslaw dressinG

1 tablespoon sour cream 
Juice of one lemon and one lime 
3 tablespoons olive oil 
Sea salt and pepper to taste

Heat lemon in microwave for 30 
seconds before juicing it. Roll 
lime until soft before juicing it. 
Mix all ingredients together and 
toss with the coleslaw.

GuaCaMole

2 Haas avocados 
Juice of one lime 
1 chopped jalepeno pepper 
½ cup chopped cilantro 
sea salt to taste

Mix all of the ingredients 
together and serve. Leave the 
avocado seed in the bowl to 
prevent the guacamole from 
turning brown.
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50
YEARSLoving

C E L E B R A T I N G

O F               S E R V I C E

By Sr. M. Faith Balawejder, CSSF

I never heard the Lord call in a loud voice, in 
a whisper, or through a vision. Instead, when I 
was ten years old, the thought simply came to 

my mind, “I think I’d like to be a sister.” 
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I had witnessed the Felician Sisters 
in action in the classroom and liked 
what I had seen. My thought soon 
turned into a question: “Does the 
Lord want me to be a sister?” When 
my seventh grade teacher asked if I 

would like to help out in church by cleaning, 
filling the cruets, and occasionally decorat-
ing for special feasts, it helped me answer 
my question. I said yes and got to know the 
sisters on a more personal level. 

Later, at Holy Ghost High School (now the 
Martina Spiritual Renewal Center), I experi-
enced another order of sisters, the Sisters of 
the Holy Spirit. I was impressed with them 
as well. Each morning in school we sang the 
hymn,” Come Holy Ghost,” and I learned to 
understand and trust more in the Holy Spir-
it’s guidance. I talked about the possibility 
of a vocation with some 
of the sisters and the as-
sistant priest at my parish. 

I sensed that God was call-
ing me, but to which or-
der? The Felician Sisters 
or the Sisters of the Holy 
Spirit? I loved them both. 
After thought, prayer, and 
discernment (as much as 
a senior in high school is capable of), the 
Spirit led me to enter the Felician Sisters on 
September 8, 1965. I joined other women 
who also sensed the call and we became 

postulants together. Over time, I discovered what God had already 
known: I am Felician-Franciscan deep in my being with a special 
devotion to the Holy Spirit.

As postulants, we took college courses, learned 
about and lived religious life, went out for 
some ministry experiences, and further dis-
cerned, “Does God want me to be a Felician 
Sister?” My mom, dad, brothers Tony and Stas, 
and sister Dolly came out for monthly visits. I 
got a three-day vacation at home before taking 
the next step in becoming a sister. 

I, Carol Balawejder, officially became Sister 
Mary Faith on August 5, 1966. We could sub-

mit three choices of names and I received my first choice at the altar.

In my novice year, we had Bible classes; prepared for Sunday lit-
urgy with faith sharing; learned about vows and community living; 
and had limited ministry experience. We also explored the Fran-

“I AM FELICIAN-
FRANCISCAN 

dEEP IN My BEING 
WITH A SPECIAL 

dEVOTION TO THE   
  HOLy SPIRIT.”

“I had thought that 
I would live out my  
ministry as a sister 
by being a teacher, 
but God had other 

plans in mind.” 
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I SEE THAT GOd HAS AWAkENEd ME SO MANy 
TIMES IN My LIFE TO SEE dIFFERENTLy, TO 
LOVE MORE dEEPLy, ANd TO FOLLOW HIM 

MORE COMPLETELy IN THE MIdST OF PRAyER, 
STRUGGLE, ANd INTERACTION WITH OTHERS.

ciscan Rule, the Felician Constitutions, and 
the documents of Vatican Council II, and 
learned more about the lives of Blessed 
Mary Angela, the founder of the Felician Sis-
ters; St. Francis; and St. Felix. No visits from 
family were permitted but we could write 
home once a month. 

After this year of intense spiritual prepa-
ration, each of the postulants in my group 
pronounced our vows on August 6, 1967, the 
feast of the Transfiguration. It was a special 
and blessed day!

We continued our classes at La Roche College 
and prepared for ministry. My first assign-
ment was to teach 4th grade at St. Louis Par-
ish in Cleveland Heights, Ohio. What a joy and 
a challenge! The sisters helped me adjust to 
classroom teaching and parish life, which was 
so different from living in the motherhouse.
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50th anniversary Mass left to right:  Fr. Edward Trzeciakowski,  
Fr. Jim McDonough, Fr. Mike Caridi, Deacon Bill Batz, Fr. John Bachkay, 
Fr. Joe Sioli, Mr. Dan Waruszewski, seminarian.



I feel that I am called to wake up the world as 
He did, so I found it fitting that I celebrated 
my 50th Anniversary, as well as Sister Mary 
Mildred Moroz’s 75th Anniversary on Pente-
cost Sunday. The refrain of the opening hymn 
for the celebratory mass at the Felician Sis-
ters Convent was, “We are a pilgrim people; 
we are the Church of God, a family of believ-
ers, disciples of the Lord. United in one spirit, 
ignited by the fire, still burning through the 
ages, still present in our lives.” It captured the 
essence of Pope Francis’ directive to “Wake 
Up the World,” which I see as both my ongo-
ing challenge and greatest adventure. 

 

Each summer, my initial group of postu-
lants gathered for more classes about reli-
gious life and renewed our vows on August 
6. Along the way, some of the women did 
not feel called to continue. They had dis-
cerned that religious life was not their way 
of life. In 1974, I pronounced my final vows, 
pledging myself as a Felician Sister for life. 

I had thought that I would live out my min-
istry as a sister by being a teacher, but God 
had other plans in mind. After seven years 
of teaching, my religious superiors saw oth-
er gifts within me and sent me to Duquesne 
University for a Master’s degree in Formative 
Spirituality. It was not only a time of studies 
but also a time of deep conversion. I truly was 
awakened to seeing God as the center of my 
life and of all life. I saw with more of God’s 
perspective and desired that grace.

The Holy Spirit continued to move within me 
and I remained open to where the Spirit was 
leading. Over time, I was sent by the commu-
nity to minister as a vocation director; campus 
minister at Penn State McKeesport; formation 
director; housing specialist at Nazareth Hous-
ing Services while care-giving my mom at 
home; community leader; and pastoral associ-
ate at St. Germaine’s, St. Joseph’s (Coraopo-
lis), and now at St. Louise de Marillac.

I feel privileged to be celebrating my 50th 
year in the Felician community in this year 
that Pope Francis has proclaimed as the 
“Year of Consecrated Life.” He stated that 
the three aims of this year are:

 To look to the past with gratitude

 To live the present with passion, and 

 To embrace the future with hope. 

 He has urged those of us in consecrated  
 life to “Wake Up the World.”

In reflecting upon “Wake Up the World,” 
I see that God has awakened me so many 
times in my life to see differently, to love 
more deeply, and to follow Him more com-
pletely in the midst of prayer, struggle, and 
interaction with others. Jesus, in the Gospel, 
is always calling others to a broader vision, 
to union with Him, to more inclusive love, 
to right relationships with all of creation. He 
shared His vision of the kingdom and invit-
ed others to join Him in freedom. 
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I feel privileged to be 
celebrating my 50th year in 
the Felician community in 
this year that Pope Francis 
has proclaimed as the “Year 

of Consecrated Life.”
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Ministry
I n November, St. Louise de Marillac introduced Ministry 

Scheduler Pro (MSP), a computer program designed to 
aid in the scheduling of liturgical ministers that came 

highly recommended by other local parishes. The term 
“liturgical ministers” encompasses anyone who assists 
the priest with the celebration of Mass. For St. Louise, 
this includes extraordinary ministers of Holy Communion, 
altar servers, and lectors. MSP, which is available from 
Rotunda Software, enables subscribers to utilize software 
that was created specifically for use in Catholic and 
Episcopalian churches.

  So far, using MSP at St. louise has enabled us to:

• Schedule family members together more easily

• Rotate ministers fairly

• Avoid scheduling conflicts 

• Generate automatic email reminders 

• Give ministers the ability to request substitutes online

The online sub request has been especially helpful when  
a last minute work event pops up, when someone is ill,  
or simply when life happens!

  From a user standpoint, MSP offers an online web 
terminal where liturgical ministers can login to: 

• View their upcoming schedule, including whom they will 
be serving with

• Update their contact information

• Input dates for which they are unavailable to serve

• Select Mass times that they prefer to serve

• Request substitutes

• Set their own preferences for automatic email reminders, 
from one day to one week in advance

A “slimmed down” version of the Web terminal is available 
as an iPhone or Android app. It offers most, but not all, 
of the same options as the Web terminal. Many of our 
liturgical ministers have commented that the new system  
is easy to use and that the reminder emails are helpful.

Ministry scheduler Pro
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new teChnoloGy is rapidly developinG to help Make our lives easier, 
even when it CoMes to FillinG our liturGiCal needs! 

if you are 
interested in 
serving st. louise 
de Marillac Parish 
as a liturgical 
Minister,  
please contact Jason Zych at 

jzych@stlouisedemarillac.org to 

find out when the next training 

for each ministry will be. also, 

know that if you aren’t able to 

help every week, this software 

provides the flexibility for you 

to serve when you are available.



 yOUTH MINISTRy

For the past 6 years St. Louise de Marillac High School Youth Ministry 
has participated in Catholic Youth Ministry (CYM) Softball (formerly 
CYO). CYM provides a unique opportunity to use spo rts as a way to 
minister to high school age teens. Sports teach many valuable lessons 
and can even be a form of giving honor and glory to Our Lord by 
using the gift of our bodies. Our team is comprised of 34 teens who 
compete against other youth group teams from the South Hills. We 
typically play our games once a week from May through July. Through 
the years, our players have formed great bonds of friendship with each 
other. Ultimately, our goal is for the teens to learn sportsmanship and 
playing sports for the fun of competition. To learn more, contact our 
Youth Minister, Jason Zych at jzych@stlouisedemarillac.org.

Middle School 
                Youth GRouP
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Beginning again in September, our Middle School 

Youth Group will meet every other Wednesday 

evening from 6:00 pm to 7:00 pm. This format 

gives tweens in grades 6-8 from both CCD and 

St. Louise de Marillac School the opportunity to 

gather together. We’ve typically had between 10 

and 20 tweens for each gathering, with a very 

good core of eight tweens who came almost every 

time! God willing, this Ministry will continue to 

grow and help our young people really live their 

faith. Check the Middle School Youth Ministry 

page on the St. Louise de Marillac Parish Web site 

for upcoming dates. We hope to see you there!

Middle School 
                Youth GRouP

Coming this November 20-22, our high school teens will once 
again caravan up to Camp Allegheny in Ellwood City, PA, for Fall 
Retreat 2015! This retreat has been planned with teens in mind 
and addresses issues they are dealing with in their everyday 
lives. A team of six youth ministers and a priest chaplain will 
help lead over 300 teens and 100 adults to encounter the Lord 
Jesus in a new and exciting way! This weekend will provide 
the quintessential moments needed for a wonderful retreat 
experience: Mass, Eucharistic Adoration, Confession, and, of 
course, fellowship with peers. Once again, Bishop Zubik will join 
us for Saturday evening dinner, leading Eucharistic Adoration 
and hearing the teens’ confessions. He has joined us for the past 
3 years and always makes a point to put us on his schedule! Our 
teens always leave Fall Retreat with a deeper relationship with 
our Lord and with one another. To learn more, contact our Youth 
Minister, Jason Zych at jzych@stlouisedemarillac.org.

Coming

November 20-22,

2015

Grades
6-8
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B y  t e r r y  K i S h

With her bright smile, quick 
wit, and cheerful disposition, 
Lynn Lachut has touched the 
lives of hundreds of people at 
St. Louise de Marillac, most 

recently as the parish’s Coordinator of Religious 
Education (CRE). But this summer, Lynn is ready to 
embark on a new adventure – retirement!

Lynn and her family moved from Virginia to 
Pittsburgh in May of 1991, and it didn’t take 
long before she became an integral part of 
the leadership team for St. Louise de Marillac’s 
religious education program. In 1992, when 
director of Religious Education Sue Walsh needed 
help, she turned to Lynn. With a background that 
included serving as a middle school teacher and 
as director of Volunteers at her parish in Virginia, 
Lynn was a natural fit for the position of Middle 
School Program director.

In 1996, St. Louise did not have a youth Minister, 
so Lynn took on that role as well. Two jobs  proved 
too much for one person and in 1997, St. Louise 
hired a full-time youth Minister and Lynn became 
Middle School CRE.

When Maureen Bonczek retired in 2005, Lynn took 
over as CRE, a role she had been offered in 1999, 
but had declined due to the recent death of her 
husband, dan. According to Lynn, St. Louise had 
a great religious education program when she 
stepped into the job. “I just put more organization 
in place,” she explained. The refinements she 
made included adding hall monitors and starting 
a substitute teacher list.

Religious education staff members Lisa Ruggieri 
and Nancy Beaver have only been working with 
Lynn for two years, but they feel that Lynn’s 
organization and efficiency have been instrumental 
in keeping the religious education program 
running so smoothly. “We have a huge program,” 
Lisa explained, “and one of the things I love is that 
a lot of thought and planning went into it.”

Lisa also noted that, while Lynn was strict about 
following the program’s rules, when a family had a 
problem, she was always willing to listen to them 
and try to find a workable solution.  

When asked what she would miss the most, Lynn 
answered, “All the wonderful people.” She said 
the volunteers with St. Louise’s religious education 
program are a very dedicated group and come 
back year after year to teach. 

Best Wishes to 
Lynn Lachut
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The other things Lynn will miss are the sacramental 
times – Confirmation, Reconciliation, First 
Communion. “It was so special watching all the 
beaming faces,” Lynn said.

In preparation for retirement, Lynn, who lived in 
Upper St. Clair for much of her life, recently moved 
to neighboring Mt. Lebanon. Her new residence 
allows her to be a little closer to her siblings in 
dormont and Mt. Washington. She also enjoys 
being able to see people on a daily basis as she 
walks to the various businesses near her new home.

Coinciding with Lynn’s retirement is her daughter 
Regan’s return to Pittsburgh. Regan and her 
husband, Chris Blomshield, are Lt. Commanders 
with the U.S. Coast Guard and will be back in the 
area for two years as Chris pursues his MBA at 
Carnegie Mellon University. Lynn is looking forward 
to spending time with Regan and Chris, and with 
her grandchildren Jack, age six, and Aleah, four. 
She also plans to spend time with her son derek 
and his wife Laura, who live in Austin, Texas, with 
their daughter Natalie Zara (almost two).

In addition to spoiling her grandchildren, Lynn 
said volunteering and travel are also part of her 

retirement plan. While she hasn’t decided 
which volunteer options she’ll pursue, with 
friends throughout the country, Lynn is looking 
at dC, Chicago, Houston, and Atlanta as some 
of the destinations she could be visiting in the 
near future.

While there are numerous people at the parish 
who will miss Lynn, those who will feel her absence 
most keenly are the catechists who have worked 
with her.  Long-time catechist Mary Campbell 
taught Regan and derek when they were in sixth 
grade, which provided Mary with the opportunity 
to get to know Lynn not only as an administrator, 
but also as a parent. 

“Lynn was very organized and professional, and 
was very supportive of her teachers,” said Mary. 
She explained that as long as the material was 
covered, Lynn gave teachers the flexibility to 
match their lessons to their teaching style. 

Expressing the sentiments of many, Mary 
commented, “I’m going to miss Lynn terribly, not 
only as a coordinator, but as a friend.” 

THE VOLUNTEERS 

WITH ST. LOUISE’S 

RELIGIOUS EdUCATION 

PROGRAM ARE A VERy 

dEdICATEd GROUP 

ANd COME BACk yEAR 

AFTER yEAR TO TEACH.
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each year all of the parishes of our diocese of Pittsburgh 

participate in the Parish Share Program (PSP).  PSP 

supports the work of the Church throughout the 

diocese, making it possible for our bishop and those 

who work with him to minister to Catholics and our neighbors, 

to educate seminarians and to further the work of the Church in 

many more ways.  

St. Louise de Marillac Parish’s assessment for this year 

is $284,000.00. If we do not meet our goal through this 

annual campaign, we must make payment from our parish 

operating accounts. However, any donations to PSP received 

in excess of our goal return directly to our parish – with the 

added benefit of remaining free from any future assessment. 

Currently we have $50,000 left to raise for the appeal.  

If you are able to support the PSP, kindly fill out the pledge card 

below and return both the “Parish” and “diocese” copies to the 

Parish Office. We offer several payment options: 

iF you wish to Make a Full or partial payMent, you 

can include a check payable to “St. Louise de Marillac Parish.”

iF you would like to Make Monthly payMents, you 

will receive monthly reminders by mail.

iF you use Faith direCt, you may call them at 1-866-507-

8757 to arrange your pledge or do so through their website at 

www.faithdirect.net. Our parish code is PA27. 

We appreciate the generosity of our parishioners, in supporting 

both our own parish and so many other good and important works. 

Parish share Program

REPORT COPY

PARISH SHARE 2015 | DIOCESE OF PITTSBURGH

MY GIFT TO MY PARISH TO HELP MEET ITS SHARE IS

AMOUNT OF GIFT/PLEDGE $

AMOUNT GIVEN NOW $

REMAINING $

Also please send information about:

 Remembering the church in my/our will.

 Establishing an individual/family endowment of life-income plan.

MAKE CHECK PAYABLE TO ST. LOUISE DE MARILLAC PARISH

SIGNATURE:

PARISH COPY
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a pittsburGh     

     pilgRimage

As Christians, we are a pilgrim people.  This 
means we are journeying through the world 
with a destination in mind.  That destination, 
sharing eternally in God’s life, gives our lives 
their true purpose and meaning.  Unlike 
those with no destination in mind or in heart, 
pilgrims view the world, as Gerard Manley 
Hopkins once put it, as being “charged 
with the grandeur of God” even in the most 
mundane circumstances. 

One way to remind ourselves of our heavenly 
purpose is to set aside time for a “journey 
within the journey”, a pilgrimage within the 
grand pilgrimage of our lives. When we do 
this, we refresh ourselves with renewed faith 
and hope, gaining strength and wisdom to 
equip us as we continue the journey of our 
day-to-day lives.

Exotic pilgrimages may be the first to 
come to mind, like those to the Holy Land, 
the tomb of St. James a Santiago de 
Campostela in Northern Spain, or the holy 
sites of the Marian appearances in Fatima, 
Lourdes, or Medjugorje.  But did you know 
that there are pilgrimage sites in our very 
own city of Pittsburgh?

In fact, the Strip district and Troy Hill have 
uniquely rich and colorful Catholic histories.  
Fascinating American saints and other notable 
Catholic figures walked Pittsburgh’s streets 
and ministered to residents of the area.  
Remarkably, through the efforts of a gifted and 
dedicated neighborhood priest, a small Troy 
Hill chapel has become home to more holy 
relics than any other place in the world outside 
of the Vatican!  

Here are some highlights of a pilgrimage by 
a band of pilgrims from St. Louise de Marillac 
parish, led by our pastor, Fr. Joe Sioli, on a 
special Saturday in March.

FasCinatinG aMeriCan saints and 
other notable CatholiC FiGures 
walked pittsburGh’s streets and 
Ministered to residents oF the area.  
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a pittsburGh     

     pilgRimage
to alleviating the great suffering of the 
inhabitants of the “Shantytown” that fell within 
his parish boundaries.  The parish became a 
relief center, offering millions of free meals, 
baskets of food, clothing, and fuel. Fr. Cox 
also took to the airwaves of WJAS radio, 
broadcasting to the masses from St. Patrick 
for over 30 years.  He even ran for president, 
in protest of President Hoover, as popular 
“Candidate Cox” of the Jobless Party.  

 st. stanislaus kostka
After lunch and some shopping on the Strip, 
we resumed our pilgrimage with a tour of St. 
Stanislaus kostka at 21st Street and Smallman.  
St. Stanislaus, Patron Saint of youth, is 
dear to Polish Catholics and this gorgeous 
Romanesque/Baroque style Church with 
Byzantine accents consecrated to “the Greater 
Glory of God” in 1892 is a worthy monument 
to the young Saint.  Perhaps most striking 
about the building is that from the outside, the 
windows appear to be dark - perhaps covered 
in soot - yet from within, the interior is bathed 
in glorious colored light streaming in through 
the brilliant stained glass.  The Great Rose 
Window alone, magnificently restored in 2002, 
makes this Church worthy of a visit!  

 st. patriCk ChurCh
Our pilgrimage began at St. Patrick, 
unassumingly nestled on a piece of land just 
off the Strip at 1711 Liberty Avenue.  It’s well 
known for its strikingly simple, peaceful interior 
and its lovely American Shrine to Our Lady 
of Lourdes grotto, but it may be best known 
for housing a replica of the Holy Stairs (Scala 
Sancta) of Jerusalem.  The original Holy Stairs, 
28 white marble steps that Pilgrims ascend 
prayerfully on their knees as a symbol of 
solidarity with the suffering Christ, were taken 
from Jerusalem and brought to Rome by St. 
Helena, the mother of Constantine the Great.  
Christ was led up these stairs to stand before 
Pilate and be condemned to death.  At St. 
Patrick, the upstairs sanctuary can be reached 
by regular stairs or by ascending the replica of 
the Holy Stairs on one’s knees.  Pilgrims from 
St. Louise felt privileged to take part in this act 
of penitence during Lent before participating 
in a Eucharistic liturgy presided over by Fr. Joe 
in the Chapel. 

Surrounded by St. Patrick’s whitewashed 
walls and bright stained glass, the St. Louise 
pilgrims had the feeling of being transported 
into Pittsburgh’s Catholic past.  One notable 
figure from that past was Fr. James R. Cox, 
who served as Pastor of the parish in the 1920’s 
and 30’s.  known for his colorful personality 
and controversial political ideology, Fr. Cox 
was an outspoken advocate of the “working 
man” and later, as the Great depression 
gripped Pittsburgh, of the “unemployed man”.  
Fr. Cox dedicated himself wholeheartedly 

By Rebecca pettigRew
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the blesseds and 
CanoniZed saints oF 
pittsburGh

Two former clergy members of Pittsburgh 
have been designated as “Blesseds” and are 
presently being considered for canonization:  
Mother Frances Siedliska of St. Stanislaus 
and Father Francis Seelos of St. Philomena.   
Each possessed brilliant minds and hearts on 
fire for God and served Pittsburgh through 
indefatigable self-giving.

Among the canonized saints who spent time in 
the Strip district are: 

Saint John Neumann, a tireless Redemptorist 
missionary to the 6,000 German immigrants 
residing in Pittsburgh, visited the sick, heard 
confessions, ministered and preached until he 
was so sick he had to be ordered to leave and 
return to Baltimore.  Neumann, a German who 

eventually became an American citizen, wrote 
German and English catechisms in order to bring 
the Gospel and Church teachings to the people 
he served. His Catechisms continued to serve 
the U.S. Church for many years after his death.  

Saint katherine drexel, foundress of the Sisters 
of the Blessed Sacrament, had her start as 
a Sister of Mercy in Pittsburgh.  After taking 
vows, this heiress to the vast drexel fortune 
proceeded to spend her $20 million inheritance 
by founding schools and missions all over 
the United States to aid and educate Native 
American and African Americans.  Prophetic 
and daring in her vision for the country she 
loved, she made it her sole passion to address 
the plight of these populations until her life 
and fortune had been exhausted.  

Even Pope St. John Paul II has a connection to 
St. Stanislaus Church!  When he was Cardinal 
Wotija of krakow, he visited Pittsburgh and 
made a surprise visit to the church to pay 
homage to his city’s patron, St. Stanislaus.  
The prie-dieu on which the future St. John 
Paul II knelt to pray is preserved in front of the 
Sanctuary today.

the ChurCh has lonG tauGht that veneration oF the saints is 
an appropriate response by the FaithFul to the holiness oF 
our brothers and sisters in Christ who led exeMplary lives 
oF Faith, hope, and love.  as MeMbers oF the CoMMunion oF 
saints, they are our advoCates and Friends and their prayers 
For us are Made eFFeCtive by the GraCe oF God.  aCCordinG 
to the CounCil oF niCea in a.d. 787, it is the saints whoM 
we honor when we venerate their reliCs. suCh veneration 
Gives witness to our Faith in the extension oF the body oF 
Christ to MeMbers who have Gone beFore us in Faith.  it also 
deMonstrates our Faith in the resurreCtion oF the body. 
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people 
brouGht 
to Jesus 
all who 
were 
siCk and 
beGGed 
hiM that 
they MiGht 
only 
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tassel on 
his Cloak, 
and as 
Many as 
touChed 
it were 
healed.” 
(M. 14:35-
36, Mk 6:65; 
lk 8:43-44)



 st. anthony’s Chapel 
oF troy hill
After a short bus ride, the pilgrims were 
astounded to enter this Chapel and see life-
sized, carved, wooden statuary depicting the 
Stations of the Cross completely lining its front 
walls. We were struck by the enormity of the 
undertaking it must have been to transport 
these magnificent carvings, which are painted 
in lifelike colors, from Germany to Pittsburgh.  
Even more stunning were St. Anthony’s 5,000 
relics, housed in ornately decorated reliquaries 
of precious metals and carefully displayed 
behind glass. The dizzying array includes 
first-class relics of the true cross, apostolic 
bones, and bones and incorrupt flesh of many 
saints, as well as second-class relics, such as 
items used by the saints. Many of the relics are 
miniscule; all are carefully authenticated and 
painstakingly catalogued.  

Fr. Joe and a docent from the Chapel 
explained the meaning of relics for Catholics 
and credited Fr. Suitbert Mollinger of Belgium, 
designer and builder of the Chapel, as the 
man responsible for collecting the relics it 
houses.  Fr. Mollinger came to Pittsburgh as 
Pastor of Most Holy Name of Jesus parish of 
Troy Hill in 1868 and soon became known for 

his great faith and gift of healing.  It was not 
uncommon for him to minister to 100-150 
sick people a day.  In fact, people flocked 
from all over the country and even the 
world to attend his annual healing services 
held on the Feast of St. Anthony or on the 
Feast of Corpus Christi.  While the Chapel 
accommodates no more than 250 people, 
attendance at these services numbered 
between 10 and 15 thousand people, leaving 
us to imagine the crowds spilling out into the 
surrounding streets. 

Stepping back onto the streets of Pittsburgh 
after being immersed in the Catholic history 
of the area, the pilgrims felt renewed by 
seeing things, if even momentarily, as 
“charged with the grandeur of God”.  

SUMMER 2015  |  the st. louise herald   20

if you and your family or friends wish to make an 
adventurous pilgrimage into pittsburgh, you can 
visit www.saintsinthestrip.org to learn more.



O U R  Diocese

v i b r a n t  Parishes

a year ago, our parish was beginning its campaign for 
the diocesan Church Alive! initiative. As we come 

upon the anniversary of that effort, we felt it would make 
sense to review where the campaign landed and what has 
been happening with Church Alive! since that time.

First, St. Louise’s participation 
was very successful. Based on our 
parish size and contribution  
history, we were assigned a goal by 
the Diocese of raising $2,370,000, 
one of the largest goals of any 
parish in the Diocese. Due to the 
generosity of our parishioners 
and the hard work of campaign 
volunteers, we exceeded our goal 
by more than 29% and received  
484 pledges totaling $3,064,689.

Under the parameters of the program, 40% of the amount 
of all pledges received is available directly to St. Louise for 
its parish needs and objectives, and 60% of the amount 
received above the goal comes directly to St. Louise. The 
first installment of payments to St. Louise was received in 
February and amounts will now be paid to St. Louise quar-
terly as those who pledged make their payments.

Money donated to the Church Alive! campaign is already 
being utilized.  Among the key focuses of the campaign 
were evangelization and the strengthening of the Church 
in the greater Pittsburgh area.  In April, at the diocesan 
level, Bishop Zubik announced the formation of the On 
Mission Church Alive! program.  The program, which will 
include a parish self-study process, is intended to address 
the changing demographics and realities of the current 
church and explore innovative models of ministry, inter-
parish collaboration, and multiple parishes being served 
by one pastor and ministry team.  In his April letter to the 
faithful, Bishop Zubik described the vision of the On Mis-
sion Church Alive! program:  

 “Imagine more vibrant parishes with liturgies 
that inspire and faith formation that helps 
every person grow closer to Christ. Consider 
how we can better support our priests and 
deacons to help them proclaim God’s Word 
and celebrate the sacred mysteries of the Sac-
raments. Picture our lay ecclesial ministers and 
parishioners working together more closely 
as members of the Body of Christ, leaving a 
legacy for the next generation.”

CaMpaiGn update 
By James mclean
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Jordan Hufnagel reading to 
Mark Baumcratz



O U R  Diocese
CaMpaiGn update 

By James mclean

More information about the On Mis-
sion program can be found at the 
diocesan website at  
http://onmissionchurchalive.org.  

Within our own parish, the evan-
gelization effort is being promoted 
through our participation in the 
ChristLife program, which will be 
partly subsidized by campaign 
money set aside for this purpose.  
ChristLife is a lay apostolate begun 
in the Archdiocese of Baltimore 
in 1995.  The ChristLife vision is to 
equip Catholic Christians to carry 
out the work of evangelization in and 
through their parishes so that they 
and others will come to know more 
personally the love of God through 
Jesus Christ, in the Holy Spirit, be-
coming his followers and members 
of the Church.

This fall, our parish, led by a num-
ber of parishioners, will sponsor the 
first of three ‘experiences’ of the 
ChristLife program with the theme 
of discovering Christ.  Each week 
for seven weeks, parishioners and 
neighbors will be invited to come 
together to share a meal, get to 
know one another as brothers and 
sisters in Christ, and encourage and 
challenge one another to come to 
a deeper personal relationship with 
the Lord Jesus.  Fr. Joe is very much 
looking forward to this opportunity 
for our parishioners to become more 
certain of our identity as disciples 
of Christ, and more aware of the 
meaningful ways each one of us is 
called to evangelize through our 
own personal witness.

Consistent with the goals estab-
lished for our parish’s portion of the 
Church Alive! donations, several key 
practical, temporal projects are also 
underway.  One of the goals was 
the replacement of the roof on the 
school building.  We have retained 
a consultant who has looked at the 
requirements for the project, which 
is slated to include replacement of 
the roof surface, as well as the under 
eaves, and improvement in insula-
tion.  This repair work is planned for 
completion in 2016 while school is 
not in session.   We are also looking 
into the replacement of older and 
worn furniture in our public meeting 
and gathering areas.

Father Joe states, “I am proud of 
our parishioners’ hard work and 
generous response to Bishop Zubik’s 
vision, Church Alive!  The success of 
our campaign has opened up many 
possibilities that will allow our parish 
to grow even further in its ministry.”

The success of 

our campaign 

has opened 

up many 

possibilities that 

will allow our 

parish to grow 

even further in 

its ministry
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Evangeli zation A N D

     Stewardship



By James K. hanna 

The second weekend of June found a group 
of St. Louise de Marillac parishioners joining 
dozens of other area Catholics to learn first-
hand how to bring the nationally-acclaimed 
Discovering Christ program to our parish.  

Discovering Christ is the first of a three part 
series created by the Maryland-based Christ-
Life organization (see christlife.org).  The 
second and third parts are Following Christ 
and Sharing Christ.

The two-day conference hosted by neighbor-
ing St. Thomas More parish included presen-
tations by the founder and director of Christ-
Life, Mr. Dave nodar; regional director, Ms. 
Dianne Davis; Fr. Mike Saporito, whose new 
Jersey parish has presented the program for 
several years;  and Mr. John Messina, who 
facilitates the series in his Baltimore parish. 

coming to our parish

discovering
CHrIST

ask
   seek
      knock



WHAT IS IT?

Discovering Christ is a seven-week program 
of fellowship, prayer, teaching and personal 
sharing for adults age 18 and over.

According to the conference workbook, the 
program is a direct response to the call of 
the Bishops’ Synod on the new Evangeliza-
tion: “Transmitting the faith means to create 
in every place and time the conditions for a 
personal encounter of individuals with the 
person of Jesus Christ. The faith-encounter 
with the person of Jesus Christ is a relation-
ship with Him.”

ChristLife was founded in 1995 in the Archdi-
ocese of Baltimore.  Archbishop William Lori 
of that diocese writes, “ChristLife’s mission is 
to help people of our day – those who fill our 
pews on Sundays and those who do not – to 
personally encounter Jesus Christ and follow 
Him as disciples and members of the Church. 
To this end, ChristLife has developed an 
evangelizing process of DVD-based courses. 
As a result, many people are encountering 
the joy of knowing Jesus Christ as Lord in 
parishes and other ministries.”

The key elements of the program remain the 
same throughout the seven weeks. Each ses-
sion begins with a shared meal and prayer, 
followed by teaching using the Discovering 
Christ DVD program, and ending with small 
group discussion. There is also a Saturday re-
treat day between the fifth and sixth session. 

The topics presented include:  “What is the 
meaning of life?”; “Why does Jesus matter?”; 
“What does Jesus want us to know?”; “Who 
is the Holy Spirit?”; “new life in the Spirit: 
Being a Catholic disciple”; and “Believing and 
belonging: Why we need the Church”.

WHY ArE WE BrIngIng IT HErE?

Dianne Davis answers the question of why 
bring Discovering Christ to St. Louise:  
“Because Jesus in the great Commission 
(Matthew 28:16-20) told us to evangelize, 
and the Church confirmed it in the papal  
encyclical Evangelization in the Modern 
World: ‘We exist to evangelize.’ There 
is nothing more important than bringing 
people to Jesus,” Davis said.

One conference attendee who has been 
through the Discovering Christ  program 
commented that “Cardinal Bergoglio, before 
becoming Pope Francis, wrote ‘Knowing 
Jesus is the best gift that any person can 
receive, that we have encountered him is the 
best thing that happened in our lives, and 
making Him known by our words and deeds 
is our joy.’  The ChristLife tool equips  
parishioners to live out that vision.”

WHEn WILL IT BEgIn?

The program is scheduled to begin  
October 7, 2015. Announcements will be 
forthcoming in the parish bulletin and on  
the St. Louise website.

WHO CAn PArTICIPATE?

“Everyone!” said Davis, who added,  
“Whether someone is already in the pews,  
or a ‘lapsed’ Catholic, or even someone who 
is not Catholic, or doesn’t know Jesus,  
Discovering Christ is for all!”

In WHAT WAYS CAn  
PArISHIOnErS BE InVOLVED?

Discovering Christ is very volunteer-driven. 
There are multiple ways parishioners can get 
involved. There are opportunities to volun-
teer for hospitality, facilitate small group 
discussions, bake desserts, and of course, 
simply come as a participant. If you are inter-
ested in becoming a part of the facilitating 
team please contact fellow parishioner Jim 
Hanna at 724.969.1110.

DISCOVErIng CHrIST IS A SEVEn-WEEK PrOgrAM 
OF FELLOWSHIP, PrAYEr, TEACHIng AnD PErSOnAL 
SHArIng FOr ADULTS AgE 18 AnD OVEr.

“PrAY 
FOr EACH 
OTHEr... 
THE PrAYEr 
OF A 
rIgHTEOUS 
PErSOn IS 
POWErFUL 
AnD 
EFFECTIVE.”

JAMES 5:16
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Tithings
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Our Catholic faith teaches many lessons about sacrificial giving – of self, 
of time, and of our treasures.  In the bible, Jesus tells many parables 

about giving, most notably, the one about the widows mite.  It is in this 
story that we learn that it is not about how much we give, but where 

our giving comes from, namely from our heart. As a continuation of the 
Stewardship section from the last issue, we asked families to share their 

stories with us on why they give their time, talent, and treasure. 

All of the families featured generously give of their time, talent and 
treasure at St. Louise.  They were kind enough to share their stories for 

the topic we asked them to write about.

INTROdUCTION By JeffRey peRetin

Good
Tithings

TREASURE
TIME

TALENT
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TIME: BY Rebecca pettigRew

of all the precious things God created, time and persons 
are the most precious of all. the physical difficulty we all 
experience is that there are so many persons in need and 
time relentlessly ticks, slips, flies, and eventually expires!   
yet God has a mysterious way of working things out when 
we place our time in the service of persons other than the 
one we see in the mirror.  in fact, it is by offering our time 
that we enter into that promised kingdom – where time 
touches eternity and persons are awakened to joy and the 
fullness of life.

TIME
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When I was asked to write about giving my time to St. 
Louise Church and School, I thought about all the generous 
givers of time I’ve met since becoming involved here.  
There are dedicated and selfless Boy Scout and girl Scout 
troop leaders who selflessly dedicate so much time to our 
kids. There are PTg parents and committee chairs (and 
those who sit patiently through the meetings!)  There are 
Parish Council and School Advisory committees, Men’s and 
Family Fish Fry volunteers, including those who order the 
food, who show up early to set up and those who wash 
the dishes and the aprons and the greasy floors.  There 
are the Fundraising chairs and their committees who spend 
countless hours throughout the year planning and executing 
extremely complex events and who start planning again 
for the next year a week after they finished!  There are 
dedicated homeroom moms and volunteer coaches who 
spill their time and hearts out prodigiously to help form the 
minds, hearts and bodies of our kids.  There are the behind 
the scenes graphic designers and the webmasters.  There 
are the Bible study leaders, rosary organizers, prayer 
warriors, nocturnal Adorers, knitters and seamstresses, 
choir members, and those marvelous Eucharistic ministers 
who visit the sick and the elderly who can no longer join 
us physically at Mass.  There are the men and women who 
gather to pray and learn so that they may be salt and light 
to the world.  There are pro-life witnesses who dedicate 
time to pray and witness to the dignity of life in a world 
which doesn’t want to hear about it.  There are even those 
who spend time praying for people who don’t know to pray 
for themselves and those who go to funerals for souls who 
have no one to grieve and pray over them.  

I imagine that many of the people who serve our parish 
and school communities with their time discover what I 
have found:  Offering my time gives me the joy and hope 
that comes when one draws nearer to the heart and life of 
Christ.   I derive hope and joy when my service in His name 
gives me the opportunity to see what he sees:  I see in 
secret what is done in secret and this gives me great hope 
and joy.  For instance, I see the woman who invisibly serves 
the poor and homeless by tediously sorting through bags 
and bags of discarded clothing and shoes in our coat closet 
at St. Louise.  I see the man who donates his time and 
money to provide homemade pepperoni rolls to the hungry 
and the elderly lady who makes hundreds and hundreds 
of sandwiches each week for the poor whom she can no 
longer go out to meet.  I see the women who iron and 
fold every item of donated clothing, including underwear,  
as though it were for their own children.  I do no even do 
his for my own loved ones!   I see the volunteers, young 
and old, student to CEO and everything in between, who 
spend every Monday night loading up cars and trucks full of 
food, clothing, and necessities, visiting with our homeless 
brothers and sisters who live in the most undignified places, 

under the bridges, in the abandoned buildings and the 
limited shelters of Pittsburgh.  And I see that moment we 
hand over the donated coat, which someone took the time 
to give to us and the donated underwear which someone 
else took the time to iron and fold, and place it in the hands 
of our hurting brother  who has not been looked in the eye 
all week and who has trouble lifting his head to meet our 
gaze.  It is then that I know that he is being touched by the 
time of all the volunteers who poured out their hearts and 
time and brought that moment about.  And I know that 
we are standing in the Kingdom together on a curbside in 
Pittsburgh.

I have these same god’s eye glimpses when a woman opens 
up to others in one of our Thursday morning Faith formation 
groups, when another goes to confession for the first time, 
or another asks for prayers in a time of darkness.  I see it 
and and cry with joy when an rCIA candidate discovers for 
the first time that it is Christ who heard his confession and 
Christ who is truly giving Himself in the Eucharist.

I have discovered that time is a loaf and a fish given to us.  
We could just eat it, but then we’d be hungry a couple of 
hours later.  But if we offer that loaf and fish back to god for 
the sake of our hungry brothers and sisters, he will multiply 
it and nourish His Body with it.  And through our service to 
that Body He insures that our own  hunger is truly, deeply, 
fully satisfied.  

Everywhere a person offers up his time to god out of 
gratitude, He, in His Eternal goodness, allows the gift to 
pierce His heart so that from out of it His Eternity  flows 
into our time.  Thus every place in which persons use their 
time to be truly present to one another becomes a sacred 
place, every moment offered becomes a sacred moment.  
Service to one another becomes a way of consecrating the 
world and everyone and everything in it.   This, indeed, is 
what we pray for when we pray, “Thy Kingdom Come”  - 
that it should come wherever we are:  in the pews, yes, 
but deskside, tableside, bedside,  and curbside, too.

What a glorious gift he gives us, taking our temporal 
offerings, no matter how small, and using them as 
entry points for His grace.  How marvelous indeed that 
he should bestow on us such dignity – that we should 
discover the meaning and wonder of our finite lives not by 
gazing into the mirror but into the eyes of others whom, 
by the grace of Our Lord Jesus Christ, we recognize as 
our brothers and sisters, caught up together in His Eternal 
Kingdom of Love.
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As far as photography, I have no 
formal training.  I purchased my first 
camera and lens on my second tour in 
Vietnam and paid for it from savings 
(10-months pay) from my first tour.  I 
have been photographing and learning 
since then.  I found that photography 
provides a heightened awareness 
of one’s surroundings - the people 
and the environment.  I am always 
surveying a scene from many angles 
(with or without a camera) and see how 
people and objects come together; the 
transformation occurring through light 
and shadow and the impacts from a 
change in perspective.

can you give ouR ReadeRs an 
undeRstanding of the ways in 
which you’ve employed youR 
talents and sKills to seRve 
those communities?

For the past nine years I have been the 
“on call” photographer for St. Louise 
to document events, such as the r4CE, 
school concerts, athletic events and 
other school events.  Those photos are 
used for school marketing publications, 
yearbook, website, special projects 
and parish publications.  

what pRompted you to become 
involved in these ways?

My youngest of four daughters was a 
student at STL and graduated this year.  
I offered my services in order to provide 
a consistent and professional look to 
the publications offered by STL to the 
public.  I also wanted to document some 
of the experiences of the students, 
teachers, staff and volunteers.  

Of course, at the time, I didn’t realize 
that part of my responsibility would 
be getting a great aerial shot for the 
50th anniversary of the school by flying 
sideways over it in a plane voluntarily 
piloted by B.J. Spratt (who also serves 
STL as a basketball coach and Eucharistic 
minister).  That may have been a deal 
breaker had I known in advance!

When garry was asked to describe 
what was most gratifying about lending 
his talents to the school and parish, 
he thought for a moment about it and 
described a realization to which many 
volunteers might  be able to relate: 

The most overwhelming experience for 
me was when I discovered, for the first 
time, that there was this vast number 
of parent volunteers committed to 
sharing their knowledge and talents 
with the school and working day in and 
day out behind the scenes.  My most 
gratifying moment was when I realized 
that I was heartily accepted as part of 
that dedicated corps and was able to 
photographically document some of 
their great contributions and successes. 

As garry realized, when serving others 
with the talents we have been given 
and the skills we have acquired, we do, 
in fact, become a part of a “dedicated 
corps” – a kind of body within the Body 
of Christ, dedicated to its thriving.  St. 
Louise parish and school is completely 
indebted to the sacrifices so lovingly and 
freely given by that generous and multi-
talented corps of talented volunteers!

TALENT: By gaRRy gohRing 
and Rebecca pettigRew

There are many people who offer their 
talents and skills to help St. Louise 
Parish and School thrive.  In this way, 
they contribute to the building up of 
our community and give glory to the 
god who gave them these special gifts.  
We chose to ask garry gohring of Lee 
Photography group, one such person, 
to offer his thoughts on freely giving 
his talents to STL parish and school.  
garry has served the parish and school 
on the School Advisory Committee 
as a financial analyst and has also 
come to be known as our go-to-guy 
for photography of major events and 
school and parish publications.  The 
following comments are culled from a 
recent interview with him.

gaRRy, what is youR pRofession?

I am a CPA, who has worked with 
large international accounting firms 
servicing client’s needs.  I’ve had my 
own practice for the past 18 years.  
Although an accountant by training, 
with 38 years of experience, I have never 
really performed accounting services, 
but have used that background to 
understand and employ creative 
solutions to my client’s financial and 
operational problems.

Talent



WAnT TO gET InVOLVED?  CAn YOU SHArE SOME OF YOUr TALEnT Or TIME 
WITH ST. LOUISE?  E-MAIL HErALD@STLOUISEDEMArILLAC.Org Or CALL THE 
PArISH OFFICE AT 412.833.1010 AnD ASK TO SPEAK WITH LISA OSTErHAUS.

TREASURE: By Jason and saRah Zych

When we were engaged to be married, 
we made a decision to make tithing a part 
of our married lives. By the time our bank 
accounts had been combined, the decision 
to give money had already been set in place. 
Although this was a decision we made as a 
couple, tithing was something we had already 
been doing as individuals.

Jason’s stoRy

My experience with tithing began while I was 
in college and learned about God’s desire for 
people to share their blessings with others. 
In the Old Testament, the Lord asked for the 
Jewish people to give a tenth of everything 
they owned to support the priests. While 
Jesus didn’t specifically address tithing, He 
did say, “I have come not to abolish (the law), 
but to fulfill” (Matthew 5-17b), meaning that 
tithing is something that his followers should 
continue to practice. 

Once I learned this, I felt the Lord calling me 
to give 10% of my earnings to the church and 
the poor. At the time, I was delivering pizzas 
and trying to earn enough money to buy an 
engagement ring for Sarah. Earning enough 
money to buy a ring seemed insurmountable, 
especially given the fact that I had recently 
decided to give 10% of my earnings! I distinctly 
remember counting out my paycheck and tip 
money then taking out 10% and putting it in 
my drawer until I went to Mass on Sunday. 

Once I was able to finally purchase a ring for 
Sarah, I felt a huge sense of accomplishment 
at not only achieving that goal, but also at 
having been able to achieve it while giving 
to God throughout the whole process. From 
that point on, tithing just became a way of life.

ouR stoRy as a couple

Through the years, we realized that tithing 
10% of our income did not mean giving 
the entire 10% to our parish. We made the 
decision to give 5% to our parish and 5% to 
other Catholic organizations, such as those 
that serve the poor and religious orders.

God has blessed us in many ways through the past 10 years. For instance, 
a family friend surprised us by setting up college saving accounts for our 
children! This is truly a gift from God and we are convinced that it is a result 
of our willingness to give to Him, even though the amount is not always 
large. Overall, tithing has been a tremendous blessing for our marriage 
and family. Through tithing, we have opened ourselves to the Lord in a 
new way by trusting in His promise to provide for His people. 

If you are considering an increase to your giving, don’t feel like you need to 
jump to 10%. Start with 3% and try to increase from there. We encourage 
you to trust in the Lord and His promise for your life!



I n s p i r i n g  To m or row ’ s  L e a d e r s

Partners 
in education

2015-2016 SCHOOL YEAR

Dear Friends of St. Louise: 

Thank you for your ongoing support of St. Louise de Marillac School. We are blessed to have supporters like 
you. Your participation makes it possible for us to provide an outstanding Catholic education to nearly 500 
students at St. Louise.

I hope you will consider partnering with us in education through a corporate or family sponsorship for the 
2015-16 school year. Being a Partner in Education will provide mutual benefits. Your sponsorship will help our 
school as well as provide your business exposure to over 3,000 parishioners and school families at St. Louise.

Please refer to the Sponsorship Levels & Benefits section on the next page for details about each sponsorship 
level. To sign on as a “Partner in Education” for the 2015-16 school year, please complete the form below.

Please contact Lisa Osterhaus at losterhaus@stlouisedemarillac.org or 412.833.1010 for further information.

Sincerely, 

Kenneth J. Klase 
Principal

Yes!  We would like to become a Partner in Education for St. Louise de Marillac School.

Please make checks payable to “St. Louise de Marillac School”, indicate Partners in Education in the 
memo section of the check.

Mail this form along with your check to the attention of Lisa Osterhaus at St. Louise de Marillac School, 
310 McMurray Road, Upper St. Clair, PA 15241.

Company/Family Name: 

Phone: 

Contact Name: 

E-mail: 

Sponsorship Level: 

Mailing Address: 

 SCHOOL NOTES



I n s p i r i n g  To m or row ’ s  L e a d e r s

Partners 
in education

SPONSORSHIP LEVELS & BENEFITS

ST. LOUISE gOLD SPOnSOr: 
$2,500.00

 Company name attached to all aspects of ONE event 
(Amazing R4CE, Gala, Family Fish Fry)  

 Corporate name and logo on all printed materials 
for that event, including program, letters and poster 
at the event entrance

 Half-page ad in the school directory, Fall and Spring 
sports publications, and Gala

 2 tickets to the Gala

 Event signage and 5 complimentary tickets to the 
Men’s Fish Fry

 Recognition as a Gold Sponsor in the St. Louise Herald 
parish magazine 

 Listing of company as sponsor on the school website

ST. LOUISE SILVEr SPOnSOr: 
$1,000.00

 Company name and logo on poster/banner at the Gala

 Half-page ad in the school directory

 Quarter-page ad in the Gala program

 Listing of company as sponsor on the school website

 Recognition as a Silver Sponsor in the 
St. Louise Herald parish magazine

ST. LOUISE BrOnZE SPOnSOr: 
$500.00

 Company name and logo on poster/banner at the Gala

 Half-page ad in the school directory

 Recognition as a Bronze Sponsor in the 
St. Louise Herald parish magazine
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ST. LOUISE 
PLATInUM 
SPOnSOr: 
$5,000.00

 Title sponsorship at all school 
fundraising events, including 
The Amazing Race for Catholic 
Education (R4CE), Gala, and 
Family Fish Fry

 Recognition in every 
Amazing R4CE web page and 
communication piece  
(over 5,000 sent)

 Full-page ad in the Gala program

 Recognition on all tables 
at Family Fish Fry showing 
sponsorship and support  
of school

 Name and logo on school 
website, with a hyperlink to 
your company’s website

 Event signage and 10 
complimentary tickets to the 
Men’s Fish Fry

 Full-page ad in the school 
directory, and Fall and Spring 
sports publications

 4 Tickets to the Gala

 Recognition as a Platinum 
Sponsor in the St. Louise Herald 
parish magazine 

 Recognition as a Platinum 
Sponsor in an ad in the St. Louise 
weekly church bulletin for  
12 months



 SCHOOL NOTES

Carson 
sCholarship 
Fund award 

St. Louise student Alina Oswiany is the recipient of 
the Carson Scholarship Fund Award.  The Carson 
Scholarship Fund is a non-profit organization 
founded in 1994, by Johns Hopkins pediatric 
neurosurgeon, dr. Benjamin Carson.  The Carson 
Scholarship recognizes students who strive for 
academic excellence, school leadership and are 
dedicated to serving their communities.  With this 
honor, Alina has received a $1,000 scholarship 
award that will be invested for her college 
education.  Congratulations Alina!
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Congratulations to our English Festival Teams who 
attended a competition May 14th at Duquesne 
University.  Thirty-nine of our junior high students read 
six novels over the past several months in preparation 
for this event.

Congratulations to our three 7th grade teams:

teaM 1 
First Place in Trivia 
Sydney Pendergast, Hayley Beeler, Alena Miller,  
Jacqueline Sluss, Emily Maher

teaM 2 
First Place in Talk Show; Second Place in Trivia 
Lucia Williams, Sophia Galietta, Savannah LaFerriere,  
Lucas Manion  

teaM 3 
Emmy Ploskina, Camryn Rice, Natalie klein, 
Jenni Pitts, kylie Gillespie

Congratulations our five 8th grade teams:

teaM 4 
Rachel Romano, Elli davis, Grace Bodner,  
Maddie Zediker, Eva Pettigrew 

teaM 5 
Second Place in Insights; Second Place in Trivia 
Griffin Gillespie, danny Sentner, Seth Stoll,  
Chris kaplan, dax Ploskina

teaM 6 
First Place in Talk Show; Third Place in Trivia 
Abby Crookshank, Ashlyn Stefanov, Jordan Weiss,  
Madi Rice, Brouklin Alger

teaM 7 
Second Place in Insights; Second Place in Trivia 
Catherine Rainone, Alina Owsiany, Angeline Lorenz,  
Alexis Gohring, Lydia Lucas

teaM 8 
Second Place in Talk Show; First Place in Insights;  
First Place in Trivia 
Clare Brdar, Peyton Schaffer, Madi Mustin,  
Shannon Rodgers, Megan karrenbauer

enGlish Festival
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do the “write” thinG 
ChallenGe

Congratulations to the following students from Ms. Valenti’s English classes who won the “do the Write 
Thing Challenge”:  Alaina Cooper, Jenna diFranco, Chris Porco, and Alex Shaughnessy.  This contest gives 
middle school students an opportunity to examine the impact of youth violence on their lives. Through 
classroom discussions and writings, students communicate what they think should be done to reduce youth 
violence.  The students are invited to attend an awards celebration on Thursday, June 4 at the Sheraton 
Pittsburgh Hotel at Station Square.  Six top writers will be selected as Grand Prize Winners. 

pbs writinG 
Contest

Congratulations to our St. Louise de Marillac students 
who have won the PBS Writers Contest.  dante Coury, a 
first grader won the “kid’s Public Choice Winner” chosen 
from over 900 entries  received throughout Pennsylvania, 
West Virginia and New Jersey.    His story was “Pizza 
Guy.”   Mason Smaroff was also a winner by placing First 
Place for First Grade chosen by the judges for his story, 
“Carmen’s Big Hairy Pinchers”.  His story will be sent to 
the national competition.  Congratulations to our winners 
and all who participated in this contest.  
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bishop Canevin’s  
QuiZ bowl 2015

On Saturday, May 2nd, St. Louise de Marillac School competed in the second annual Crusader Jr. High Quiz 
Bowl sponsored by Bishop Canevin High School. Thirteen elementary schools with twenty five participating 
teams participated in the event.

St. Louise was represented by two teams of eighth grade students.  Team #1 consisted of Griffin Gillespie, 
Seth Stoll, and Brennan Valladares.  Team #2 was comprised of Abby Crookshank, Chris kaplan and Ben 
Osterhaus. The Quiz Bowl was based on a double elimination.  

The team of Griffin, Seth and Brennan made it to the semi finals and was eliminated by the team from St. 
John Bosco to place 4th while the team of Abby, Chris and Ben won their way into the final championship 
round.  Battling against the teams from St. Sebastian and St. John Bosco, the team from St. Louise 
emerged victorious to claim the title of Championship Team.  This is the second year in a row that has 
claimed that title.

Congratulations to Abby, Chris, Ben, Griffin, Seth and Brennan for an outstanding job!  A special thank you 
to Gianna Ellison who served as the alternate.

pJas
Congratulations to all St. Louise students who participated in the Pennsylvania 
Junior Academy of Science (PJAS) this year. After participating in the regional meet, 
a group of students traveled to Penn State University in May for the state finals.

reGional Meet:

First Place 
danny Sentner (8th grade)

Second Place 
Chris kaplan (8th), Alexis Riske (7th),  Shannon Rodgers (8th), Ashlyn Stefanov (8th)
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bRouKlin, Words cannot 
express our love for you and 
how proud you have made us 
throughout your journey at St. 
Louise. From the start of kin-
dergarten, your desire to fully 
embrace life was evident. you 
have been able to experience 
a million smiles, a few tears, 
and a lifetime of memories. 
you will look back on this peri-
od of your life and realize that 
St. Louise gave you the foun-
dation for what you have been 
able to achieve, so far, and the 
strength to tackle what lies 
ahead of you yet to be seen. 
With God on your side, in your 
heart and in your mind, you 
will always be heading in the 
right direction.  

A beautiful song written by 
LeeAnn Womack “I hope you 
dance” was a song written for 
you in our hearts over 14 years 
ago…every word is our dream 
for you…and when you get the 
choice to sit it out or dance…
we hope you dance, Brouk-
lin…dance.

Go confidently forward with 
all our love and prayers as you 
enter into a new challenging 
chapter of your life.

Love, Mom & Dad                      

celine, As you enter your 
8th grade year, look back 
with pride on all you have ac-
complished in your 9 years 
at St. Louise.  you entered 
kindergarten as a shy, little 
girl and are now entering 
8th grade as a poised, young 
lady.  It’s been a joy walking 
the STL path with you and we 
hope that, as you continue 
on your path, you take with 
you Courage, kindness, de-
termination, and Compas-
sion as your guides.

Mistakes — yes, mistakes — 
you will no doubt make many; 
learn ‘from them’, Celine, but 
never be defeated ‘by them’.  
It is through mistakes that your 
footsteps will gain Strength 
and direction and your char-
acter will continue to blossom 
with Wisdom.  “Education is 
the most powerful weapon 
which you can use to change 
the World”…go get ‘em Ce-
line!  Making something pos-
sible depends not on what 
others believe of you, but 
what you believe of yourself.  
Enjoy your 8th Grade year and 
make it your BEST one yet!!

Love, Dad, Mom, Tyler, Drew, 
Reggie, Oreo, and Lady      

gRace, We are so proud of 
the young lady you have be-
come! you are and always will 
be our undeserved gift from 
God. Please keep him in your 
life all through high school and 
college and He will bless and 
guide you in all your endeav-
ors. Have a fun and fruitful 8th 
grade at STL. you can do it! 
We love you forever.

Mom, Dad, Ethan and Cookie

Clare, It has been a wonder-
ful 3 years for you at St. Lou-
ise.   you embraced the move 
from St. Joan to St. Louise by 
taking advantage of all that 
St. Louise has to offer.  you 
have made new memories 
and great friends.

We are so very proud of you 
and all that you have accom-
plished.  Whatever path you 
take next, always carry the 
strong morals and values that 
have become a part of you. 
Enjoy your 8th grade year.

Love, Mom and Dad                   

SaM, It’s hard to believe that 
you are going into your 8th 
grade year! It seems like only 
yesterday that we were sitting 

at kindergarten orientation, and 
now here you are starting your 
last year at STL! We hope you 
enjoy your 8th grade year to the 
fullest! Work hard, play hard, 
and have fun with your friends! 
The memories you make at St. 
Louise will be moments that 
you will always treasure! Have a 
great year and be confident in 
the young man that you are! We 
are so proud of you, and we love 
you more than words can say!

Mom, Dad, Marlee, and Maya

SaMMi, you were once known 
to the staff at St. Louise as “the 
baby in the stroller”.  As the 
years went by you were then 
known as “that’s the stroller 
baby!” This is now your final 
year at St. Louise.  Almost time 
to venture on, taking all of your 
memories with you. you have 
made many wonderful friends, 
been such an inspiration to 
us and a role model for your 
younger siblings. St. Louise has 
prepared you with a solid foun-
dation to guide you on your next 
journey in life and in faith.  Have 
a fabulous 8th grade year.

Love and hugs, Mom, Ryan, 
Joshua, Isabella, Victoria 
& Cassandra                                   
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alaina, I can’t believe this is 
your 8th grade year. It was just 
yesterday you were that sweet 
little girl going off to kinder-
garten.  We are so proud of 
the young lady you have be-
come.  Always be true to your-
self and keep your kind heart. 
May God always bless you 
as you continue to fulfill your 
dreams!!  Remember the one 
yes is all that matters!!!  We 
love you!!!!!! 

Mom, Dad, Nicholas, Ethan, 
and Joey                                    

henRy, We are proud of 
you. Have a great 8th grade 
year. God bless you. don’t 
stop believin’!

Love, Mom, Dad, and Julia   

vincent, Good Luck in 8th 
grade!  Enjoy your friendships 
that will last forever, and cher-
ish the memories of your years 
at St. Louise. May God contin-
ue to bless you.

Love, Mom, Dad, Joseph,  
Michael and Natalie                  

aBBy, We are so blessed to 
have you in our lives!  We cher-
ish everything about your total 
being...your beauty, your kind-
ness, your sensitivities, your 
determination, and most impor-
tantly your commitment and car-
ing way you have for your family 
ties.  God is on your side and has 
given you many gifts.  Continue 
to tap into these gifts and find 
joy in all that you do and accom-
plish.  you are truly blossoming 
into a fine, young lady and we 
have no doubt that the best is 
yet to come.  keep Him close to 
your heart and believe you can 
accomplish anything you desire 
with the help of His grace.  keep 
faith as your guideline and 
you will always find the right 
path.  God bless you during 
your last year of middle school 
with much fun, joy, laughter and 
success.  We love you with all of 
our hearts and soul and we are 
so very proud of you!!

Mom, Dad, Andrey, Zach and 
Peaches too                                

elli, We’re so proud of all of 
your accomplishments at St. 
Louise. I know you appreci-
ate the education that you’ve 
received but I think you’ll re-
ally understand the value of 
what you’ve learned as you 
move forward into the world 
in the years to come.  I also 
know that you’ll leave STL with 
the fondest memories of your 
teachers and your friends.  All 
of your experiences have 
turned you into the beautiful, 
wonderful, and smart young 
lady that you are.  We wish 
you the best, most exciting, 
most inspirational and accom-
plishment-filled eighth grade 
year ever.  We are so proud of 
you.  We love you so much!

Love, Dad, Mom, Will, Loch  
& Piper                                             

doRian, Congratulations! 
you’ve worked hard and have 
accomplished so much. We 
are so proud of the wonderful 
young man you have become. 
Take with you all that you have 
learned and your love of and 
faith in God. A wonderful fu-
ture lies ahead of you. We love 
you so much! God bless you!

Love, Mom, Dad and Dabria

gianna, WOW – we cannot 
believe that our first-born is in 
8th grade!   you have become 
such a beautiful, kind, and car-
ing young lady and a great big 
sis. Enjoy all the fun and excite-
ment that this year holds for 
you and your friends.  These 
memories will last you a life-
time.  Always put your best 
foot forward and continue to 
give 110% in everything you do 
in life.  We are soooooo proud 
of yOU and know that all the 
choices you make in life will 
lead to many successes.  Al-
ways keep your fun-loving spir-
it that you have as you bring 
laughter to everyone!  you are 
definitely a gem.  We love you 
so much, G!

“Strive not to be a success, 
but rather to be of value.” 
– Albert Einstein

Lots of Love!  Mom, Dad, 
Dante, and Sofia :)                    

Sarah, We are so proud 
of the young lady you have 
become in your 9 years at 
St. Louise.  your positive at-
titude, kindness, friendship, 
understanding and joy are 
truly a blessing to all those 
you meet. Enjoy your 8th 

grade year and continue to 
make the world a better place. 
your future is bright!

“The future starts today, not 
tomorrow”– Pope John Paul II

Love, Mom, Dad, John, Matt 
and Joe                                           

alex, We are all so proud 
of you! you work so hard in 
school and are becoming a 
wonderful young man. The 
thing I love the most is your 
kind heart. you have the best 
heart of anyone I have ever 
known and that is a rare qual-
ity to have. As you begin your 
journey into high school and 
become a man, remember we 
are always proud of your ac-
complishments and love you 
with all our hearts forever. 

Mom, Dad, and Lauren                

alexiS, Congratulations on 
your seven successful years 
at St. Louise!  STL has pro-
vided you with a great educa-
tion, nurtured your faith, and 
helped shape you into the 
amazing young lady you are 
today. We are so very proud of 
you and pray that you will con-
tinue to grow in positive ways. 
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Embrace and enjoy your 8th 
grade year to the fullest. We 
love you.

Mom and Dad                            

lauRen, This last year at St. 
Louise will be full of wonderful 
memories. Cherish each one 
and be proud of all you have 
accomplished. We’ve loved 
seeing how you’ve grown in 
faith, character and wisdom 
throughout your days at STL. 
keep on growing. keep add-
ing to the goodness and beau-
ty in the world. keep develop-
ing those unique dreams and 
talents that make you who you 
are. your success at STL is only 
a small reflection of your po-
tential. your future is limitless, 

your talents are great and our 
love for you is infinite.

Love, Mom, Dad and Jack   

coRy, Congratulations on 
9 great years at STL. We are 
proud of all your accomplish-
ments. Good luck at Bethel Park 
High School!! We love you!

Love, Mom, Dad, Samantha, 
Lauren and Alex                            

chRistopheR, you are our 
third and last to successfully 
navigate STL.  After 20 plus 
years at the school, this is a 
bittersweet moment for Mom 
& dad.  We have watched you 
grow from a shy first grader to 
a fine young man who has both 

the intellect and the orientation 
to do well.  There are so many 
things that we cherish in you, 
but at the top of our list is your 
larger than life personality, you 
can turn a trying situation into 
a light-hearted one with just a 
word and a smile.  I guess we 
are at the point where this end-
ing will lead to a beginning. 
We love you Christopher.

Mom and Dad                               

megan, Have a great 8th 
grade year! We’re glad you 
enjoyed your time at STL and 
hope your last year is filled 
with hard work, good friends, 
smiles, laughs and many 
great memories! We love you.

Mom, Dad, Allison, and Kaitlyn                                              

antonio, We know you will 
have a great year. “With hard 
work will come great accom-
plishments”. We know you 
can do anything you set your 
mind to do, if you stay focused 
and keep organized. Our little 
Antonio is growing so fast that 
we miss our little boy already, 
but we love seeing the young 
man you are becoming. don’t 
grow up too fast. Enjoy this 
year with your friends, teach-
ers and coaches and we only 
ask that in all you do, you can 
always say, “I did my best”. 
The time you have with your 
friends will pass very quickly 
so enjoy them and especially, 
the memories as they will live 
forever. Stay positive and keep 
your faith in God close to your 
heart. We love you so deeply.

May God bless you, Mom 
and Dad                                         

angeline, We can’t believe 
what a wonderful young lady 
you have turned out to be. Ev-
ery day we are amazed by you 
in some way.  you are sweet, 
funny, and smarter than you 
can ever know.  you have so 
many talents that you haven’t 
even tapped into yet.  We 
look forward to following you 
as you continue throughout 
the years.  We can’t wait to 
see what way you amaze us 
next. We love you!!

Mom, Dad, and Max                     

lydia, We are so proud of 
how you are growing up. 
don’t ever change and always 
believe in yourself. Enjoy your 
last year at STL!!

Love Mom, Dad, Adam, 
Angelica and Mary Elizabeth   

paige, We can’t believe your 
8th grade year is here! We are 
so proud of all you’ve accom-
plished at STL. Good luck this 
year and in the future. Take 
with you the values you’ve 
learned and you will do well. 
We love you!

Dad, Mom, Brendan, and  
Justin                                             

 SCHOOL NOTES | GRAdUATE SHOUT-OUTS
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sydney, “Today you are 
you! That is truer than true! 
There is no one alive who is 
you-er than you!” - dr. Seuss

We are so proud of you! 
Please continue to follow your 
dreams and embrace all life 
has to offer. It’s been a great 
ride at STL. We look forward 
to what lies ahead in your fu-
ture. Remember to laugh of-
ten, work hard, and pray even 
harder and always......dO 
yOU!!!!!

All our love, Dad, Mom, 
Savannah and Marlee too!                

MaCey, you’ve made us so 
proud, our little M&M!  En-
joy your last year at St. Lou-
ise!!  Work hard, love others, 
and forgive quickly;  you’ll be 
amazed what good comes 
your way.  And always remem-
ber: we love you MORE!!!

Dad, Mom, Michael, Sam, 
Ally, Holly, and Gergie                    

Maddy, Congratulations!  
Enjoy your last wonderful year 
at St. Louise!  We love you 
so much and are proud of 
you.  God has much more in 
store for you this 8th grade.  
Continue to work hard, play 
hard and always, always pray 
for His guidance and bless-
ings. Thank you for being our 
wonderful daughter.

Mom, Dad, Zayde, Grandma 
Agnes, Liv and Will                         

ben, It’s hard to believe you 
are in 8th grade.  We are so 
proud of the young man you 
have become.  you are a won-
derful son and brother.  We 
wish you all the best in high 
school and know that you can 
achieve anything you put your 
mind to in life.  We love you 
very much!!!

Love, Mom, Dad, Emma 
& Sara                                             

vanessa, It’s hard to believe 
your years at STL are coming 
to an end! Enjoy this last year 
and make it your best one yet! 
Cherish all of your wonderful 

memories, take with you all of 
the morals and values that have 
been instilled in you, and always 
hold God close to your heart 
and you will be sure to succeed! 
We are so proud of the beauti-
ful, strong, independent young 
lady that you are becoming and 
can’t wait to see what great 
things you will accomplish! We 
love you, Nessa!!!

Mom, Dad, Sydney, Sophia 
and Gabriel Matthew :)

PS.....LOVE YOU MORE                

eva, Congratulations! We are 
so very proud of the young 
woman you have become, the 
decisions you have made, and 
the way in which you conduct 
yourself.  We thank you for 
being a blessing to this fam-
ily with your humor, wisdom, 
and insight and we ask God 
to bless you and surround 
you with His care as you enter 
into your High School years. 
May you always keep your 
eyes and heart set on heaven!

Love, Mom, Dad, Olivia,  
Becket, Ivy, and Quinn                  

Jenni, We are so proud of 
you! you have accomplished 
so much in what seems like 
the blink of an eye. you have 
grown into a confident beauti-
ful young woman. you amaze 
us daily with your drive to be 
the best at what you do, and, 
with the courage that you 
show in facing the challenges 
that come your way. Please 
know that we are here for you 
and that we love you more 
than anything! Continue to 
be the happy, energetic, kind 
and generous person that you 
are. Always believe in yourself. 
Be thankful, for we are truly 
blessed. And, remember, with 
God, anything is possible.

Love you tons, Mom and Dad  

dax, you’ve been a joy 
to watch grow up over the 
years, and we are proud of 
the person you have be-
come. Stay focused on 
school and kindness! 

Love, Mom & Dad                              

catheRine, Congratulations 
Squish-a-lish! (You know who 
you are.) Hope your blond-
ness doesn’t impair you 
from reaching the standards 
we set before you :-) But we 
know you will study hard, as 
you always do. Have a fun, 
fantabulous year!

Many loves and shnuggles, 
The Sisters – you know 
which ones                                                   

madison maRie, Congratu-
lations on 9 wonderful years at 
St. Louise.  

It is true what they say, we 
blinked and you grew from 
our little angel starting off in 
kindergarten to a very confi-
dent, motivated, beautiful 8th 
grader.  How did it go so fast? 

you have worked so hard and 
done so well and we are ex-
tremely impressed by all you 
have accomplished.  There 
are so many treasured memo-
ries at St. Louise it would be 
impossible to list them but 
know we’ve cherished watch-
ing you grow through them all 
over years. 

you are a beautiful young lady 
both inside and out and we 
couldn’t be prouder!

We pray that your future years 
bring the same success and 
happiness that your journey at 
STL did.....There’s such a lot of 
world to see ....We can’t wait 
to celebrate your next journey 
with you. 

May God continue to bless 
you Madi my love.  keep that 
wonderful smile on your face 
and in your heart.

Love, Mom, Dad, Camryn - 
XOXO we all love you so  
much!                                                 

shannon, The beginning of 
eighth grade – enjoy the mo-
ment. There are many mile-
stones in life, and each one of 
them brings a mix of happiness 
and sadness. The years that 
you have invested at St. Louise 
have been fantastic and it’s to 
your credit that you have met 
the challenges that were pre-

sented and taken advantage 
of the opportunities that were 
offered. you received a great 
education from a collection of 
wonderful teachers, coaches, 
and mentors. you can’t mea-
sure the value of education – it 
is so much more than learn-
ing about math, science, and 
reading – education is never 
ending growth. you have de-
veloped terrific relationships, 
with so many amazing friends 
– you’re so fortunate to have 
experienced how fulfilling 
friendships are. And you have 
continued to develop and 
strengthen your spirituality 
which empowers you to have 
peace in your life, to know that 
you are never alone and ulti-
mately to always recognize the 
right decision, the best choice. 
St. Louise has provided a great 
foundation for you to build 
upon, have a great year, soak 
it all in, enjoy the moment.

Love, Mom and Dad

raChel, your heart is big-
ger than you! Continue to 
grow with the wisdom that 
you have gained along your 
wonderful journey through St. 
Louise. Use your positive at-
titude to develop good hab-
its and maintain your strong 
faith and character. Value 
your education, cherish your 
many true friendships, and 
use them together to always 
strive to do your best. keep 
your warm smile and ambi-
tious spirit so that when you 
get the choice to sit it out or 
dance, we hope you dance. 
Rachel, we are so proud of 
you and love you more! May 
our awesome God continue 
to bless and guide you.

Love and Blessings, Dad, 
Mom, and Christian

peyton, We are the luckiest 
parents in the world! From the 
day you were born, you have 
been so special and unique! 
We are so proud of the young 
lady you are becoming! your 
humor, work ethic, focus, cre-
ativity, drive, competiveness, 
compassion, and heart amaze 

SUMMER 2015  |  the st. louise herald   40



 SCHOOL NOTES | GRAdUATE SHOUT-OUTS

us daily! We have no doubt 
that you will continue to have 
great success! Our hearts are 
so full because of you! We 
love you more and more each 
day! know that we will be 
here for you always! We love 
you tons, and life with you has 
been a blessing!

Mom, Dad, and Triston 
P.S. BEST GIRL EVER!

danny, you are one of the 
most special and unique peo-
ple we have ever known and 
we are blessed to call you our 
son.  Who else could coin the 
phrase “jock-nerd” to de-
scribe yourself?  No matter 
what you do in the future, we 
have absolutely no doubt that 
you will be wildly successful.  
God placed you on this earth 
for a reason and we truly look 
forward to watching you be-
come the man you ultimately 
will become.  Enjoy 8th grade 
– try new things – make new 

friends – have fun during your 
last year at St. Louise!  We 
love you so much!

Love, Dad, Mom, JP and 
Maisey (plus Minnie)

maeve, From the little girl 
with pigtails and red puffy 
eyes to the stunning ballerina 
you are today – your transfor-
mation has been phenom-
enal.  your determination 
and focus to every aspect of 
your life will lead you to an 
extraordinary future.  As we 
have stated on many occa-
sions, our job as parents has 
been to help you to become 
the best version of yourself.  
We have been blessed be-
yond our wildest dreams to 
see the current version of 
yourself and are looking for-
ward to seeing you grow for 
years to come.  Enjoy 8th 
grade – try new things – make 
new friends – have fun during 
your last year at St. Louise!  

We love you so much!

Love, Dad, Mom, JP and 
Danny (plus Min-Min)

sean, We have absolutely 
loved watching you grow 
throughout your years at St. 
Louise. Have a great time 
this year and enjoy every mo-
ment! your good nature and 
positive attitude will serve 
you well in high school. We 
are so proud of you and we 
love you very much!!

Dad, Mom, Erin, Rachel and 
Brian

JoRdan, May your love of 
God, your dreams of mak-
ing a difference in the world 
and your beautiful heart help 
guide you into becoming the 
wonderful woman you are 
meant to be. We are truly 
blessed to have such a lov-
ing and charming daughter. 
you make us laugh with your 

wonderful sense of humor 
and spontaneous imper-
sonations.  you have always 
made us proud and we can’t 
wait to see what you will ac-
complish in your life. Cher-
ish the memories and lasting 
friendships you have made at 
St. Louise for they are bless-
ings. Good luck at Oakland 
Catholic!

Love, Mom, Dad, Ryan,  
Lauren and Austin

sean, you entered St. Lou-
ise as a sweet little boy... you 
leave as a wonderful young 
man.  Sean, we are so very 
proud of all that you have 
accomplished.  your future 
is so bright!  We thank God 
for you everyday. you’re the 
best!  Enjoy this last year at 
STL, the memories that you 
make will last a lifetime.

With all our love, Mom, Dad 
and Kelly
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First
holy communion

Congratulations to the following parishioners 
and students of St. Louise de Marillac School 

who have received First Holy Eucharist during 
the 2015 Easter Season.

Madison Saxe, 
2015 Communicant

Class of 2015

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS



Joseph Aker

Michael Albert

Cassandra Allen

Anthony Amorose

Grace Baer

Mark Baumcratz

Samuel Berger

Maxwell Biedrzycki

Brian Bitkowski

Markus Bizyak

Wyatt Bomberger

Maggie Borgesi

Hope Cantrell

Anna Capobres

Andrew Carson

Olivia Casciato

Glenmarie Castellanos

Megan Castor

Devin Collier

Ava Coyle

Samuel Cuba 

Ryan Dennen

Benjamin Dummer

Luke Fisher

Fabrizio Funaro

Lauren Gallo

Michael Gibson

Brock Gillespie

Gianlucca Giuliani

George Gombar

Bradley Gompers

Caleb Guarino

Cassidy Guarino

Ava Haspel

Brooke Hector

Van Hellmann

Tyler Holt

Austin Hruby

Michaela Hruby

Logan Hufnagel

Megan Hufnagel

Madelyn Hughes

Michael James

Olivia Kitchen

Esther Knight

Victoria Krappweis

Mallory Kuntz

Gemma Lamb

Ryan LaRocco

Ian Leonard

Drew Lisak

Addison Luckasevic

Regis Manion

Eli Mandler

Nicolaus Marchando

Regan Mazur

Brenden McCarthy

Carson McCoy

Sarah McIntosh

Connor McKenzie

Caroline Miller

Hailey Miller

Madelyne Miller

Aidan Mineo

Gianna Monzo

Dominic Morales

Megan Morian

Sophia Nickola

Aubrey Nist

Hope O’Neill

Hugh O’Neill

Clancy Orie

Sadie Orie

John Pattinato

Raymond Piacquadio

Emily Powell

Audrey Racunas

John Rainone

Ryan Ranalli

Madee Rayburg

Kelsie Rendulic

Carter Richie

Violet Rizer

Susan Robinson

Thomas Rodriguez

Elena Ruffalo

Ryann Salvitti

Bryce Samson

Carlee Santel

Madison Saxe

Jack Schalk

Emily Scheller

Addyson Shedd

Carly Shontz

Carly Sohocki

Brendan Staley

Isabella Stewart

Taylor Striegel

Aiden Strutt

Gavin Svaranowic

Sean Thelk

Luke Thomas

Kalina Tierney

Aidan Tobin

Ian Tobin

Ashley Tornatore

Benjamin Tornatore

Victoria Tornatore

Mary Sydney Towers

Mickey Vaccarello

Adam Vas

Ian Vaughn

Hannah Walker

Heather Wallace

Madison Webb

Patrick Weldon

Brayden Wells

Evelyn West

Gino Williams

Bryce Wilson

Ava Yoder

Madeline Zagorski

Eiley Zurich 
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Want your Parish or School group to be featured in the next issue of the Herald? E-mail Lisa Osterhaus, Director of Stewardship at losterhaus@stlouisedemarillac.org.

 ANNOUNCEMENTS

Jeffrey s. Jones & shannon M. booth 
November 29, 2014

James t. Murray & amy C. rizzo 
december 6, 2014

Mark r. scalise & samantha J. houser 
February 21, 2015

sean J. Griffith & Jamie leigh tripson 
March 7, 2015

benjamin M. bafrali & kayla r. olszewski 
March 14, 2015

Baptisms from December 2014 - May 2015

liam daniel baxter 
February 1, 2015

brooklyn Grace 
benson 
February 15, 2015

sophia elizabeth bird 
March 15, 2015

alexa lee brindle 
december 21, 2014

scarlet alice 
Cermenaro 
May 31, 2015

henry leroy Chute 
december 28, 2014

emmy elizabeth 
Cortes 
April 26, 2015

Caitlyn leigh 
Faccenda 
April 26, 2015

audrey Grace 
Fassinger 
May 31, 2015

shane ryan 
Flanigan  
May 17, 2015

emmett drew Fritz 
May 10, 2015

evelynn Marie Gariglio 
december 21, 2014

Weddings from November 2014 - May 2015

Mark a. davis & sarah e. toth 
April 18, 2015

Jordan a. lang & lindsay M. vickers 
May 8, 2015

Jeffrey s. pratt & adrienne l. Conte 
May 15, 2015

william t. tafe & nicole M. Gasse 
May 23, 2015

Jeffrey l. hallas, Jr. & diana e. abriola 
May 23, 2015

evelyn Marie hall 
February 22, 2015

Chase aaron klutch 
May 10, 2015

antonio Joseph 
landy 
december 14, 2014

ava elizabeth 
laughner 
February 1, 2015

oliver henry lutz 
May 24, 2015

lucy Jean lybulski 
March 7, 2015

adalynn Grace 
Marnik 
January 25, 2015

adalyn elizabeth 
McConaha 
december 14, 2014

louis James  
Mitchell 
May 30, 2015

Morgan ashley 
Mlinac 
April 4, 2015

ella bea nofi 
March 1, 2015

Julianna rose olivito 
April 26, 2015

katherine Joyce 
ramusivich 
december 28, 2014

Jameson axel 
robinson 
Apr 18, 2015

aubrey elizabeth 
romano 
december 14, 2014

roman scullion salsi 
March 15, 2015

daniel andrew  
seibel, Jr. 
March 8, 2015

scarlett laverta sella 
May 24, 2015

ariana Marie 
svaranowic 
december 21, 2014

isabella Claire viaud 
May 24, 2015

Mackenzie rose 
ward 
April 19, 2015

Colton James 
wetherill 
december 7, 2014

lucas Michael 
yerman 
december 7, 2014
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St. Louise de Marillac Parish
320 McMurray Road 
Pittsburgh, PA 15241

412-833-1010 
www.stlouisedemarillac.org

Jesus asks us to spread the Good news....  

so.....spread the Good news!!!
help our stl CoMMunity proMote aCts oF kindness  

“st. louise’s “aok For today” Car MaGnets 
CoMinG to st. louise this suMMer!!


